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General Article 


THE INCIDENCE OF 
TUBERCULOSIS IN CATTLE 
IN REARING DISTRICTS 


ID. S. RABAGLIATI, B.sc., D.V.S.M. 
WAKEFIELD 

The work carried out by Montgomerie and 
Rowlands in Wales, as published in your issue 
of January 11th, is most useful and instructive 
in that these workers are able to give some 
definite figures as to the extent of tuberculous 
infection in breeding and beef-producing herds. 
As the writers point out, most of the figures 
published up to now refer to dairy herds and 
we have far too little knowledge of the condi- 
tion of some of our smaller breeding herds in 
upland districts. 

The appearance of the article referred to 
has induced me to record a few results which 
I obtained last year under somewhat similar 
conditions to those appertaining on the farms 
reported from Wales. It is to be hoped that 
others who have reliable information on this 
subject will also come forward and give us the 
benefit of their findings. 

Having carried out the routine veterinary 
examination of cows for nearly nine years in 
large rural district in’ the north-western 
corner of the West Riding of Yorkshire, I have 
been much struck with the apparent freedom 
from tuberculosis as evidenced by the number 
of cattle found which have been amenable to 
the Tuberculosis Order of 1925, The district 
contains about 270 farms registered under the 
Milk and Dairies Order, where either milk or 
butter is produced, but the great majority are 
breeding farms where only a little butter is 
made for sale from the surplus milk. The 
average number of cows and * bulled-heifers ” 
on these farms during the last six years has 
been 2,271, or about S84 head per farm. This 
number does not include the very young stock. 
During a period of six years only twelve cattle 
of any description, noted on inspection or re- 
ported by their owners, have been found to 
come under the provisions of the Tuberculosis 
Order; or an average of 2-0 per annum. In 
other words, out of all the cattle examined in 
this district during this period, only OOS) per 
cent. have been dealt with under the Order. 
When compared to 3 or even 4 per cent. of 


cattle similarly affected in some other dairy 
districts in this county, where older cows are 
kept and movement of cattle from farm to farm 
is always taking place, the difference is most 
remarkable, 

Wishing to obtain some information as to 
the real position regarding the incidence of 
this disease and in the hope that certain farmers 
might be induced to apply to the Ministry of 
Agriculture for inclusion in its “Attested Herd” 
Scheme, T decided, as an experiment, to test 
with tuberculin the cattle on a few of the farms. 
The district selected is a very isolated dale, 
far removed from any town or even large 
Village. Seven farmers were finally induced to 
allow their cattle to be tested. The farms 
chosen were more or Jess in a chain running 
up the valley but a few farms here and there 
were missed out owing to the farmers not wish- 
ing to be bothered with a test. Kach of the 
herds was practically self-contained, although 
occasionally a calf had been brought in from 
outside. One farm in the valley is occupied by 
dealer who imports cattle from other dis- 
tricts, but this was not included in the test. 
This T now consider unfortunate, for it would 
have made a very useful comparison with the 
farms which run self-contained herds. 

In all, 171 cattle on these seven farms were 
tested with a total of 183° reactors, or 7:6) per 
cent. resulting. (See Table over-leaf.) The test 
carried out was the double intradermal, using 
synthetic tuberculin obtained from = the Cam- 
bridge Institute of Animal Pathology. The cattle 
were not carefully aged, but were classed as (1) 
cows in milk, (2) dry cows, (3) heifers (over 
one year and under ahout two-and-a-half years 
of age), (4) calves (under one year) and (5) 
bulls. It should be mentioned that in this district 
practically all the cows are sold when they 
calve their third calves and many even at the 
second, so that there are practically no oid 
COWS, 

Summary 


Tested. Reacted. Reacted. 


Cows in milk 


and dry cows 62 10 16:1 
Heifers 30 2 
Calves 74 1 13 


Tomust admit that T was rather disappointed 
with the result of this test, for Thad hoped for 
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| 
_ Cows in Milk | Dry Cows. | Heifers. | Calves. | Bulls. Total. | 
Farm | ; | Remarks. 
| Per 
| | cent. 
Tested Reacted Tested Reacted Tested) Reacted/Tested| Reacted Tested Reacted Tested Reacted Reacted 
1 9 3 1 | — 3) — 8 — | | 21 3 14-3. Reactors not 
| related 
2 5 l 3 — 6 | — 1) — | — — | 
: 5 2 8 2 7 — — 22 4 18-L Origin of reactors 
| uncertain 
4 6 1 l 1 6 —— 13 — l — | 3 2 7-4 + Reactors bred on 
premises 
5 is — | 3; — 5 | — — | | — — | 
6 7 2 5 — 4 19 36 3 8-6 Reacting cows— 
| | sisters 
| Reacting calf pur- 
| _ chased from out- 
side 
7 5 — — ; 1 7 | — 13 7-7 Reactor bred on 
| | | premises 
Total 50 9 | 1 | 30 2 74 | 5 | : | 71 | 13 7-6 


| 


better things, perhaps too optimistically. Des- 
pite this feeling, one must admit that the 
percentage of reactors disclosed compared with 
those found in other districts is low, and I look 
upon this area as eminently suitable for some 
tuberculosis eradication scheme to be tried on 
it. I consider it highly probable that’ the 
number of reactors found was increased over 
what it otherwise would have been by the 
dealer-farmer, previously mentioned, who 
brings cattle from outside into this dale. 

I have done my best to persuade the farmers 
concerned to call in a veterinary surgeon to 
curry out a re-test of their herds in order that 
they may qualify for the ‘“ Attested Herd” 
Scheme, but so far TI fear without success. 
Unfortunately the farms are all so remote that 
it is doubtful if the farmers ever call in 
veterinary aid and they do not appear to con- 
sider that the cost of a further test is worth 
their while. Whether they can be induced to 
do so in the future remains to be seen. There 
ean be no doubt that the herds in this district 
could easily be made tuberculosis-free and in 
such a case would serve a most useful, and I 
think profitable purpose in supplying tested 
heifers to other tubercle-free herds. 


USE OF RUBBER IN AGRICULTURE 

The increasing use of rubber in agriculture 
was discussed by Mr, Alexander Hay al a 
luncheon of the Rubber Growers’ Association. 
Mr. Hay said that an outstanding development 
of recent date was the use of pneumatic tyres 
for both farm tractors and carts. There was 
no doubt that the pneumatic tyre had proved its 
worth for both mechanical and horse transport. 
He suggested the need for standardised types of 


carts in order that the benefits of the pneumatic 
tvre might be made available to agriculturists 
at reasonable prices. 

In regard to cowshed and ‘cowstall flooring, 
Mr. Hay stated that rubber coverings, of which 
there were now various types in use, enebled 
the farmer to eliminate injury to his cattle by the 
provision of a relatively warm floor surfacing 
which prevented knee and hock injuries and 
enabled the farmer almost to dispense with litter, 
with a consequent saving in costs of upkeep. 
He claimed that there was also a field for the 
use of rubber as a flooring of suitable quality 
for creameries and dairies. 


A development which Mr. Hay thought would 
confer a boon on the general public was the use 
of rubber rims for milk churns, and he believed 
that dairy firms would earn the gratitude of the 
public if they silenced the present noisy churn. 
Self interest might also dictate the use of a rubber 
rim, as there was no doubt that rubber would 
prevent damage to the churn itself and materially 
reduce damage to floors upon which churns were 
dropped or rolled. Attention was also drawn to 
meee’ use of rubber for horseshoes and horseshoe 
pads. 


POOR PEOPLE’S SICK ANIMALS: PROTEST 
AGAINST UNQUALIFIED TREATMENT 


We are glad to observe that, in many news- 
pepers, Ges the British Isles, publicity has 
»een given, under headings similar to the above, 
to the following resolution, passed at an extra- 
ordinary general meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., held at the Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town, N.W.1, on January 16ih: “ That 
on grounds of common humanity the animals of 
the poor, when sick and in pain, are entitled 
to have proper diagnoses and treatment of their 
illnesses by members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons just as much as are the 
animals of the well-to-do, and that it is inhumane 
that they should be experimented upon by un- 
qualified persons.” 


| | 
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THE PROFESSION’S SYMPATHY 
WITH THE ROYAL HOUSE 


Address from the Council of the Royal College 


At a special meeting of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons held at 
10, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, on Wednesday, 
January 22nd, 1936, it was resolved that the 
following address be presented to His Majesty 
Edward VIII :— 

The Humble Address of the 
Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons 


TO 
EXCELLENT 
KDWARD VIII 
of Great Britain, Ireland and of 
the British Dominions beyond the 
Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, 
Emperor of India. 


HIS MOST MAJESTY 


May it PLEASE Your Majesty 

We the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, assembled in Special 
Meeting, humbly desire on behalf of the 
members of the veterinary profession in 
Great Britain and Ireland to express to 
Your Majesty our deep sorrow at the death 
of our beloved Sovereign, the late King 
George the Fifth of Blessed and Glorious 
Memory, and our sy.upathy with Your 
Majesty in your bereavement. 

We will also offer our respectful con- 
gratulations on Your Majesty’s Accession, 
and declare our steadfast loya’'ty and 
devotion to Your Majesty’s person and 
throne. We fervently pray that Your 
Majesty’s reign may be long, prosperous 
and peaceful. 


Given under the Common Seal 
of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons this twenty- 
second day of January 1936. 


J. W. McInrosn, President. 
G. H. Locke, 2 

WILLETT®, Vice-Presidents. 
I. Buttock, Registrar. 


Message sent on behalf of the President and 
Council, N.V.M.A. 


TO HIS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
EDWARD VIII 


May It PLEASE Your MAJEstTy 


The President, Council and Members of 
the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion of Great Britain and Ireland desire 
respectfully to express to Your Majesty. 
The Queen Mother, and other Members of 
the Royal Family, their deep sorrow and 
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heartfelt sympathy in the passing of their 
beloved Sovereign, George the Fifth, and to 
assure Your Majesty of their devotion and 
loyalty to the Throne, 
Signed on behalf of the Presi- 
dent, Council and Members of 
the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 
I’, KNIGHT, 
General Secretary. 
* * 
The Late King 
THE LAST ILLNESS: MEDICAL STATEMENT 
Last week’s issue of the British Medical 
Journal contained the following statement, based 
on authority, giving some medical details of 


King George’s last illness:— 

Though it is understood that for some weeks 
his Majesty’s health had not been altogether 
salisfactory, the King was able to go out, and in 
fact rode on his pony for a short time on Wed- 
nesday, January 15th. On Thursday, January 
16th, the King showed signs of a mild catarrh, 
which soon began to abate. 

The “disquiet” expressed on Friday and 
Saturday arose from evidences of cardiac in- 
sufficiency. The margin of cardiac reserve had 
in recent days been narrowing. This _ illness 
therefore arose from within, and was in the 
nature of a culmination. It was thus not com- 
parable to the invading streptococcal septicemia 
localising at the base of the right lung from 
which King George suffered seven years ago. That 
illness inevitably placed heavy burdens on the 
heart, and therefore may have had a_ causal 
relationship to this last illness. 

It is a remarkable achievement for King George 
to have recovered from septiczemia and then to 
have reigned over his Empire for seven years 
through times which have been eventful and 
sometimes anxious. This last brief chapter of 
the King’s life showed that the body carried 
through its work till its powers were ended and 
then came to rest after an illness short and 
peaceful in its close. . 


Lorp DAWSON OF PENN 


The Lancet published the following tribute to 
Lord) Dawson of Penn, King  George’s 
physician : — 

It is fitting for members of the medical pro- 
fession, who know from experience the keen 
anxiety attached to the care of a patient whose 
cardiac reserve is slight and whose duties are 
onerous, to voice the gratitude of the Empire 
to Lord Dawson of Penn, on whom for eight 
years a heavy burden has fallen. It must have 
been due in no small part to his constant un- 
obtrusive watchfulness, as well as to his clinical 
wisdom, that these years were for King George 
vears of jovous fulfilment, 
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Clinical Communication 


VOMITION IN THE HORSE 


J. L. BUCKINGHAM, M.r.c.v.s. 
HALES WORTH, SUFFOLK 


brown hunter mare, 

History.—The mare had been out at grass 
and had been used for occasional hacking. Her 
diet of hay and corn varied according to the 
work she was doing. In the afternoon of 
September 14th, 1934, I rode her about eight 
miles and she appeared quite normal. The owner 
said that previous to this attack the mare had 
never experienced any illness whatsoever, 

On September 15th, 1934, 1 received an urgent 
telephone call, informing me that the mare was 
very ill. The owner said that the mare cleared 
up her bait on the afternoon of the 14th, but 
in the evening he noticed that she had a slight 
cough. When he brought her up from the 
meadow on the morning of the 15th she did not 
seem very interested in her food, He left her for 
half an hour and upon his return found her 
down in the box and showing signs of great 
pain. She then got up and vomited. 

SXAMINATION.— When | arrived the mare was 
in great distress and vomited a considerable 
amount of grassy ingesta via the nostrils. The 
temperature was elevated, the pulse accelerated 
and there was marked dyspnoea. The conjunc- 
tival mucous membrane was brick red in colour. 
No stricture could be detected in the cervical 
portion of the cesophagus. 

TREATMENT.— | gave a hypodermic injection of 
atropine which considerably relieved the mare's 
distress. I then administered an inhalation of 
tincture benzoin. co., and left belladonna 
electuary to be given three times daily. I gave 
instructions that the mare was to have no solid 
food for 24 hours; she was to be kept warm 
with rugs and bandages and allowed plenty of 
fresh air in a well-ventilated box, 

CourseE.—Seplember 16th, 1934. visited 
the mare again on this date. Her temperature 
nnd respirations were normal. The pulse was 
weak and the extremities were cold, 

A stimulant was given hypodermically and 
instructions were left that the electuary be con- 
tinued with twice daily and that a sloppy bran 
mash be given in the afternoon, 

September 17th. The mare was progressing 
favourably. IT gave a mild dose of physic and 
left tonic powders to be given in the food, and 
also electuary to be administered twice daily. 
The mare was given laxative diet and allowed 
light exercise on a halter for a couple of days, 
after which she gradually returned to normal 
diet and normal work. 

The mare made a good recovery and experi- 
enced no further illness until December 3rd, 
year and three months after the first 


attack—when again I received an urgent 
Inessage that the mare was very ill. 

When I arrived she had just vomited and was 
showing symptoms similar to those previously 
exhibited. These had been preceded by an 
occasional cough during the previous twelve 
hours. 

I gave atropine hypodermically, tincture ben- 
zoin co, by inhalation and left belladonna 
electuary as before. 

December 4th. The mare was much better 
and repetition of the hypodermic stimulant was 
unnecessary. The mare was given a mild dose 
of physic followed by electuary, tonic 
powders in the food. 

She soon recovered and is now apparently 
quite healthy. 

REMARKS.—Some time ago [T had a somewhat 
similar case in a Suffelk mare. In this case 
the mare did not show much distress, but after 
eating she would sometimes arch the neck, draw 
in the chin and a bolus of ingesta could be seen 
quite distinctly as it was regurgitated along the 
cervical portion of the cesophagus. It was then 
expelled via the mouth (not the nostrils). 

Unfortunately, I did not have the opportunity 
of treating this mare long, before she was kicked 
by another horse—a fractured tibia resulting 
and the owner sending for the kKnacker, who 
shot her. 

I did not have a chance to make a_post- 
mortem examination, which would probably have 
revealed a dilatation or diverticulum of the 
(esophagus. 


RECENT RESEARCH IN CANCER 


R. D. Passey, A. Leese and J. C, Knox, of 
the Department of Experimental Pathology and 
Cancer Research, School of Medicine, Pay 
write to Nature of January 18th to correct a 
misinterpretation of the results of their experi- 
ments given in an earlier issue of that periodical. 
65 Perha: s the best way of clarifying the posi- 
tion,” they say, “is to summarise our results 
to date. We have not been successful, in a single 
instance, in inducing cancer of the stomach, or 
of the tongue, in rats infected with Gonglyonema 
neoplastic um whether fed on ‘a full and healthy 
diet,’ on white bread only (as in Fibiger’s experi- 
ments) or on any other variation which we have 
tried. Our results give no indication whatever 
‘that diet may influence the occurrence of malig- 
nant disease.’ If compelled to give a conclusion on 
this point we would say that our experiments 
suggest that diet does not ‘ influence the occur- 
rence of malignant disease. It would appear 
that the origin of the misunderstanding is to be 
found in the summary given at the beginning of 
the twelfth annual report of the British Empire 
Cancer Campaign itself, which, by inference, 
suggests that, with the aid of an incorrect diet, 
the parasite is capable of inducing cancer in rats, 
This we have not shown. clear under- 
standing of the present position can best be 
obtained by reading our own full account given 
on page 87 of the above report and by referring 
to ‘Spiroptera Cancer and Diet Deficiency. din 


IR. D. PAssey, A. Leese and J. C. Knox, J. 
Path. and Bact., 40, 198 (1935). 
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Abstracts 


|Horse Sickness: Field Experiments with 
Neurotropie Vaccine during the Season 
1933-34, ALEXANDER, R. A., and VAN DER 
Vyver, B. (1935.) J. S. Afric. Vet. Med. 
Assoc. 6. 1. 33-38.] 


It had been established in the laboratory 
that horse sickness virus, after neurotropic 
fixation and an adequate number of passages 
through the brains of mice or guinea-pigs, 
became so attenuated that its injection into 
susceptible horses only caused a mild febrile 
reaction and yet produced immunity to an 
injection of the homologous unattenuated virus 
strain. Preliminary field investigations are now 
reported, undertaken to ascertain how far this 
immunity would protect horses against natural 
infection, and whether strains of virus might 
be encountered which were immunologically 
distinct from those which had been attenuated 
in the laboratory. 

A total of 171 horses and 28 mules were 
immunised with the neurotropic attenuated 
virus under field conditions. Of these animals, 
three horses died within five days of inoculation 
and 27 horses died owing to a breakdown of 
the immunity. This result appears disappoint- 
ing, but only 52 of the horses were immunised 
against both the O and K strains of virus, and 
of these animals only one horse died. The 
types of virus involved in the majority of the 
deaths could not be ascertained owing to practi- 
cal difficulties which prevented the collection 
of blood, but it was proved that eight deaths. 
which occurred in animals immunised with a 
K type virus, were caused by an O type virus. 
The only strains of virus collected proved 
similar to or identical with types previously 
isolated. 

The deaths of three animals within five days 
of inoculation are explained by the assumption 
of their infection previous to vaccination, as 
even an unattenuated virus rarely proves fatal 
before the ninth day. The series of vaccinations 
has served to prove the safety of this method 
of immunisation under field conditions even 
when two strains of the neurotropic virus are 
inoculated simultaneously. 

[It is stated that the horse sickness season 
1933-34, was a particularly severe one, but no 
detailed information is given as to the mortality 
which might have been expected if no protective 
measures had been adopted. | 

U. F. 

{Blood Group Determinations in Cavalry 
Horses. (Trans. title.) Vieprock. (1935.) 
Zischr. Veterinirk. 47. 9. 289-802. 5 tables, 
18 refs. ] 

The importance of a study of blood groups 
in man and animals is twofold in therapy (blood 
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transfusion and serum administration) and in 
the study of heredity. Numerous cases in veter- 
inary literature of serious symptoms and even 
death following the use of serum or blood for 
therapeutic purposes from an animal of the 
same species are undoubtedly closely related 
to the problem of the blood groups. Anaphy- 
lactic shock is, of course, of a different nature. 
The serum used for therapy may in certain 
cases contain such a high titre of hemolysin 
of a particular blood group that, when injected 
into an animal of a blood group in which the 
red blood corpuscles are agglutinated and 
Inemolysed by this heemolysin, serious disturb- 
ances due to hemolysis occur—-and this in spite 
of the great dilution of the serum of the donor 
by the plasma of the recipient animal. To 
avoid such accidents it has been suggested that 
therapeutic sera should be available in each of 
the four blood groups. 

Samples of blood from 115 cavalry horses 
were examined with a view to classifying them 
in the different groups and 110 could be placed 
in one of the four groups found in man, as 
follows 

Per cent. 
In Group A B were found 44 animals=40 
In Group A were found 87 animals=33°63 
In Group B were found 24 animals=21°'81 
In Group O were found 5 animals= 4°54 


A small number of animals (seven) were 
studied for the effect of heredity and it appeared 
that blood grouping is transmitted as an 
hereditable character. 

Blood horses belonged in the main to Groups 
A B and A, while draught horses were found 
mainly in Group B. 

No evidence was obtained that the blood 
grouping was related to the animal's functional 
capacity (jumping, general purposes, ete.). 

KE. G. W. 
|The Vaccination of Pregnant Mares with 

Tetanus Anatoxine; Immunity in Foals. 

(Trans. title.) MersSpouter, LeEMETAYER, E., 

and Barvor. (1935.) Bull. Acad. vét. France. 

8. 6. 337-345. (1 table, 12 refs.) ] 

It was shown in 1926 by Nattan-Larrier, 
G. Ramon and E. Grasset that both in the 
human subject and the rabbit, the vaccination 
of the pregnant female with tetanus anatoxine 
(toxoid) produced immunity in the mother 
which was transferred to the offspring. This 
passive immunity in the young lasted for two 
to three months. 

In this paper to the French Veterinary 
Academy the authors record similar results with 
brood mares and their foals. They have been 
able to demonstrate that mares can be safely 
vaccinated towards the end of pregnancy with 
two doses of Ramon’s tetanus anatoxine plus 
tapioca. The resulting immunity is transmitted 
to the foal in which antibodies can be demon- 
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strated at birth in a quantity equal or nearly 
equal to that present in the serum of the mare 
at that time. The mare and foal are thus 
protected against any chance tetanus infection. 
The immunity of the foal, being passive in 
type, gradually diminishes until at three months 
it has usually disappeared. The fact that it 
(disappears before the end of the lactation 
period is considered by the authors to support 
their contention that the antitoxin reaches the 
foal through the placenta. 

In reply to a question, it was stated that since 
1929, Ramon’s anatoxine vaccination had been 
practised on 45,000 army horses with the result 
that only five fatal cases had occurred since, 


G. D. 
| Observations on the Preventive and Curative 
Treatment of Bovine Pleuropneumonia. 


(Trans, tithe.) CurAssonN, G. (1935.) Bull. 

Acad, vét. France. 8. 7. 352-858. (5 refs.) | 

The following is a summary of the researches 
and findings of Curasson and his colleagues, 

1. Formolised Vaccine. This has been used 
in French West Africa with some success, but 
owing to the peculiarities of the disease it is 
difficult to determine whether or not the failures 
are due to any possible inefficiency of the 
vaccine. The long incubation period of the dis- 
ease, the slow development of immunity and 
the existence of “ carriers ” amongst apparently 
healthy animals, make it possible that failures 
are due not to the vaccine but to the inoculation 
of animals which are either “ carriers’ or are 
in the incubation period of the disease. Despite 
these difficulties it has been discovered that if 
the vaccine is used within six days of its pre- 
paration it is often too virulent and leads to 
fatal results; if the vaccine is more than twelve 
days old it may be avirulent and devoid of any 
immunising power. This limitation is a marked 
disadvantage and so also is the size of the dose, 
namely, 40 ¢.cs. 

2. Pirani’s modified formolised vaccine. Ot 
17 animals injected with this vaccine 14 reacted 
to a test injection a month later, that is, they 
were not immune. 

3. Mixtures of the virus and saponine gave 
very promising results and the author states 
that if his results are confirmed this will prove 
to be the simplest and most eflicacious vaccine. 

4. Novarsenobenzol, although of little use in 
peracute and massive infections, is regarded as 
a specific remedy and constitutes the best thera- 
peutic agent available for this disease. 

G. D. 
He * * * ok 
{The Duration of the Virulence of Blood in 

Barbone. (Trans title.) C., 

Mavripes, N., and ArAyepj!, E. (1935.) Rev. 

gén. Méd, vét. 44, 519. 139-141.] 


Blood was collected in pipettes from affected 


animals at different dates. The pipettes were 
sealed and kept at 10°C. At varying intervals 
of time the vitality and virulence of the blood 
samples were determined by culture on ordinary 
media, and by injecting subcutaneously into 
two rabbits portions of broth culture from each 
sample. In this way the authors found that 
blood retained its vitality and virulence for 53 


months. The virulence of three of the blood 
samples was also confirmed by _ injecting 
buffaloes, 
G. D. 
* * * 


|Premunity and its Significance in Preventive 

Medicine. (Trans. title.) Donatien, A., and 

LESTOQUARD, F. (1935.) Bull. Acad. wét. 

France. 8. 2. 125-131.) 

The state of partial resistance known as pre- 
munition plays an important réle in veterinary 
pathology. It will be remembered that the word 
premunition was originally coined to describe 
a state of equilibrium between parasite and 
host which occurred in certain protozoal in- 
fections. Relatively small numbers of parasites 
exist within the host, doing no apparent harm, 
but rendering the host relatively resistant to 
superinfection with the same disease. This type 
of resistance is a contrast to the resistant state 
in which parasites are entirely absent from the 
host. Though the term was originally applied 
to the protozoal blood parasites, its meaning 
can obviously be modified to cover certain 
chronic forms of infection such as tuberculosis. 
To diseases such as fowl typhoid in which im- 
munity may exist either with or without chronic 
infection, the term premunity does not apply. 

It must be remembered that whilst the pre- 
munition class of immunity plays a valuable réle 
in decreasing the economic importance of certain 
diseases, the premune animal remains a _ per- 
manent reservoir of infection and a potential 
danger to all susceptible animals in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

The artificial raising of immunity by the in- 
duction of a state of premunity is quite possible, 
an example being the inoculation of avirulent 
Piroplasma bigeminum for bovine piroplasmosis, 
whilst BCG vaccination has the same object 
in view. Where premunisation is to be affected 
the vaccine to be used must be effectively and 
permanently attenuated, otherwise drastic 
spread of infection may result. Such attenu- 
ation may be effected by passage, or naturally 
attenuated strains may be used, or virulent 
strains may be combined with some suitable 
therapeutic agent which acts adversely on the 
parasite. [Whichever of these methods is em- 
ployed, satisfactory attenuation combined with 
a useful resulting immunity cannot be guaran- 
teed. Consequently, premunisation may only 
be resorted to when total eradication of the 
disease cannot for economic or biological 
reasons be achieved. Where the method is 
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resorted to all susceptible animals must be 
treated or removed. In certain circumstances, 
e.g., in tuberculosis, premunisation is undesira- 
ble if it interferes with the diagnostic tuberculin 
test without offering a satisfactory increase of 
immunity as compensation. ] 

J. P. 


[Researches on Natural Antistaphylococcic 
Immunity in Different Species of Animals. 
(Trans. title.) Descaxeaux, J., and Ricuov, 
R. (1935.) Bull. Acad. vét. France. 8. 7. 
374-383. (3 tables, 15 refs.) ] 


As in man, natural antistaphylococcus im- 
munity due to antitoxins is frequent in horses, 
ruminants, dogs and swine. It is more com- 
monly encountered and is stronger in aged 
animals than it is in the young. This is 
dependent upon apparent or inapparent staphy- 
lococcal infections, which particularly 
common in horses and swine. This immunity 
is very stable and shows little tendency to 
diminish despite the absence of further sup- 
purative lesions. It can be passively trans- 
mitted to the foetus and at birth the offspring 
usually possesses a similar degree of immunity 
to that of the mother. In contrast to the active 
immunity of the mother, the passive immunity 
of the offspring diminishes rapidly during the 
first few weeks of life. 

This natural antistaphyloceccal immunity can 
be reinforced by means of a specific anatoxine. 

G. D. 


Review 


[Parsons, T, R.: “Fundamentals of  Bio- 
chemistry.” Fifth Edition. Published by W. 
Heffer & Sons, Ltd., Cambridge. ] 


After the lapse of but two years this little 
book appears in a new edition, a fact that itself 
speaks of the value of the work. The author, 
whilst keeping the bulk of the text the same 
as it was in the fourth edition, has skilfully 
contrived to amend it where necessary and add 
to it when desired so that the present edition 
is complete and amazingly up to date with the 
addition of only twenty pages. The section 
on muscle metabolism has wisely been revised 
in the light of the recent fundamental dis- 
coveries of the importance of hexose-, triose- 
and creatine-phosphates and a useful, although 
short, review of the sex hormones and their 
relationship with sterols has been added. We 
had pleasure in recommending the previous 
edition to our readers as one of the best and 
most readable introductory books on biochemis- 
try; we need only say that this edition appears 
even to surpass its forerunner. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


There was almost a full attendance of 
members of Council, N.V.M.A., at the first 
quarterly meeting for the year 1936, which was 
held on the afternoon of Tuesday, January 7th, 
at the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, 
Kingsway, W.C.2. 

The President (Captain J. R. Barker) occu- 
pied the Chair and there were also present: 
Messrs. L. S. Balls and H. Bell, Professor G. F. 
Boddie, Mr. H. W. Steele Bodger, Captain 
hk. E. C. Bullen, Mr. H. E. Bywater, Captain 
J. ©. Coleman, Professor J. F. Craig, Captain 
H. W. Dawes, Mr. H. M. Duff, Major G. W. 
Jounkin, Messrs. J. Fox and H. W. Grifliths, 
Captain O. V. Gunning, Messrs. J. Holroyd and 
H. Tudor Hughes, Major H. Kirk, Mr. W. W. 
Lang, Dr. J. MeCunn, Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, 
A. Mackenzie, W. R. MceKinna, G. P. Male and 
T. J. Margarson, Professor W. C. Miller, 
Professor W. M, Mitchell, Major-General Sir 
John Moore, Captain S. J. Motton, Messrs. W. 
Nairn and R. Barons Nelder, Major D. 8. 
Rabagliati, Mr. Brayley Reynolds, Cap- 
tain J. R. Rider (Hon. Secretary), Mr. H. L. 
Roberts, Dr. J. T. Share-Jones, Messrs. R. H. 
Smythe, A. Spicer and H, P. Standley, Captain 
W. K. Townson, Messrs. S. B. Vine, T. 
Wilkinson, T. Wilson and W. Woods, Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge and Captain W. G. Wragg (Hon. 
Treasurer), together with Mr. C. O. Langley 
(Solicitor) and Mr. F. Knight (Secretary). 

The Council having been seated, the 
PRESIDENT said: “ May I take this opportunity 
of wishing everybody a happy and prosperous 
New Year?” the members making cordial 
response. 

The minutes of the meeting of Council held 
in October, 1935, having been printed in the 
official journal of the Association, were approved 
and signed as correct. 

The Secretary said that the first matter 
arising out of the minutes was the receipt of a 
letter from Captain A. Young, of Dumfries, 
requesting him to inform the Council of the 
Association that it would give the writer great 
pleasure to serve them in the capacity of Vice- 
President for Scotland during the ensuing year. 

Also arising, the following letter from the 
Agricultural Research Council was read :— 


Agricultural Research Council, 


6a, Dean’s Yard 
London, S.W.1. 


November 20th, 1935. 


Dear Sir, 

I am sorry that by an oversight your officis! 
letter of October 9th, about co-operation in the 
Scheme of the Agricultural Research Council’s 
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Committee on Braxy-like Diseases in Sheep was 
not acknowledged. 

now write to say that the Agricultural 
Research Council were gratified to learn that 
their proposals were agreeable to your Council, 
and that steps were being taken by the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to commend the 
scheme to the favourable consideration of its 
members. The offer of the Association to lend 
to the Agricultural Research Council any other 
assistance that lies in its power is also very 
much appreciated. 

Yours faithfully, 
E. V. BUTLER. 


The SecretTary also read the following com- 
munication from the Minister of Transport :— 


Ministry of Transport, 
Roads Department, 
Whitehall Gardens, 
London, S.W.1. 
October 4th, 1935. 
ir, 


I am directed by the Minister of Transport 
to refer to your letter of September 27th, the 
contents of which have been noted. In this con- 
nection the Minister desires me to send you here- 
with a ag 4 of an answer given by him in the 
House of Commons on August 1st in reply to a 
request for a statement of his intentions regard- 
ing horse-drawn traffic. 

At the same time I am to assure you that the 
Minister will give full consideration to all repre- 
sentations received in respect of the matter before 
reaching a decision with regard thereto. 

I am, Sir 
Your obedient Servant, 
T. W. MAUGHAN. 

[The following is the copy of the answer read 
to the Council, to which reference is made in 


the above letter :— 
Horse-Drawn Traffic 


The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT (Mr. Hore-Belisha): 
The presence of slow-moving horse traffic on 
the more important streets slows down other 
and faster moving traffic and adds to congestion. 
The regulations which have been in force for 
some time restricting the use of Oxford Street 
by horse-drawn and other slow-moving vehicles 
during the day-time have facilitated the move- 
ment of motor vehicles in that street without 
imposing any undue hardship on the interests 
concerned. am putting myself in communica- 
tion with the largest users of horse transport 
in London, and shall take into consideration 
their views as to the possibility of restricting 
other streets at an early date, and their intention 
to accelerate voluntarily the substitution of motor 
for horse-drawn vehicles. I am further inquiring 
from them whether they may find it practicable 
to effect the necessary change over in the course 
of the next three years. | 


Continuing, the SecrRETARY said that in the 
same connection a letter dated October Sth, 
1935, had been received from the Secretary of 
the National Horse Association of Great 
Britain in the following terms :— 


I am much obliged for your letter of the 26th 
ult., and for the information which you give me. 

As regards the deputation you have appointed, 
as nothing could be done in Parliament owing 
to the election, I have not had a special meeting 
of the committee, but the whole question will 
again be discussed at our Council meeting on the 
9th, when they will decide what is the best 


method of dealing with the subject. My Parlia- 
mentary Representative will report, and I see 
that practically all your representatives are on 
our Council, and I expect will be present. 
Further arising, the Secretary reported the 
receipt of a letter from the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Sweden expressing 
gratitude to the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland for 
the highly appreciated proof of the recognition 
of the importance of the celebration of the 


Toth anniversary of the Association given by . 


the presence thereat of the President of the 
N.V.M.A. on October 6th, 1935. The message 
was signed by Professor Forssell and Dr. Karl 
Vide, President and Secretary respectively of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Sweden. 

In this connection, the PRESIDENT said that 
he might take the opportunity of informing the 
Council that in accordance with their wishes 
he went to Stockholm for the purpose of attend- 
ing the meeting held by the Nationai Veterinary 
Medical Association of Sweden in celebration of 
its attainment of the age of 75 years, this 
being held in the Veterinary High School at 
Stockholm and being followed by a_ banquet. 
Travelling there by air, he was met by Karl 
Vide, one of the signatories of the letter they 
had heard, and he received the greatest possible 
degree of attention and kindness from every- 
body all the time he was there. He reached 
Stockholm on Saturday, October 5th, and on 
the Sunday, the date of the anniversary, the 
formal celebration was held, being attended by 
200 out of the 400 veterinary surgeons in 
Sweden. After these official celebrations he 
accepted the very kind offer made to him by 
Professor Forssell to visit his equine and canine 
clinic, and in the afternoon he paid a visit to 
the bovine clinic of Professor Lagerloff, spend- 
ing a most instructive and enjoyable time at 
both establishments. 

Concluding, the President said that he must 
return his warmest thanks to the Council for 
sending him and for giving him the opportunity 
of being present upon so memorable an occa- 
sion. 

The final items of business arising from the 
minutes of the previous meeting were in con- 
nection with the election of Standing Committees 
of the Association. 

The SecRETARY read a communication from 
Mr. Steele Bodger requesting that his name be 
omitted from the Appointments and Parliamen- 
tary Committees; also from Major Dunkin 
requesting to be relieved of his membership of 
the Parliamentary Committee in view of his 
association with the Medical Research Council. 

The Council appointed Major F. J. Taylor to 
fill the vacancies. 

Apologies for Absence. — The SecreETARY 
announced the receipt of apologies for their 
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inability to attend the meeting from the follow- 
ing members of Council: Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, Mr. David Brown, Major Brennan 
DeVine, Mr. J. B. Dier, Lieut.-Colonel J. A. 
Dixon, Major A. C. Duncan, Mr. E. P. Edwards, 
Mr. Arthur Gofton, Mr. L. Hughes, Mr. E. F. 
McCleery, Professor J. Macqueen, Major J. C. 
McGregor, Mr, J. W. Hall Masheter, Mr. A. F. 
O’Dea, Major R. H. H. Over, Mr. J. N. Ritchie, 
Captain R. Simpson, Major A. Spreull, Major 
J. H. Taylor, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse and Captain 
A. Young. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The SEcRETARY informed the Council that the 
first items of correspondence had reference to 
the last report of the Finance Committee. 

The first communication to be read in this 
connection was a letter, dated November 11th, 
1935, from Professor G. F. Boddie, the Hon, 
Secretary of the Scottish Branch, transmitting 
the views of the Scottish Branch on the follow- 
ing points: (1) travelling expenses of Members 
of the Council of the N.V.M.A.; (2) represen- 
tation of Scottish Branch and Scottish Divisions 
on Committees of N.V.M.A. Council. 

The Secretary read further communications 
on these matters that had been received from 
Mr. G. A. Sangster, Hon. Secretary of the 
Dumfries and Galloway Division, dated Decem- 
ber 16th, 1935, and from Mr, A,. Thomson, Hon. 
Secretary of the West of Scotland Division, 
dated December 18th, 1935. 

The PRESIDENT, in inviting any comments on 
this correspondence, said that he desired to 
take that opportunity of saying, in connection 
with observations, made in the first letter, 
coneerning the representation of the Scottish 
Branch and Scottish Divisions on Committees 
of the N.V.M.A., that the Nominations Com- 
mittee, of which he was Chairman, did very 
earefully consider every name and every com- 
mittee upon which a member had expressed his 
desire to sit. It should be remembered, how- 
ever, that it was not possible to put a member 
upon every committee upon which he wished 
to serve; especially was that so with regard 
to the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
which was necessarily the most important of 
the committees of the Council and upon which 
committee it was most desirable that the 
members appointed should have had some 
experience of the working of the Council. He 
desired, however, to stress the point that due 
consideration was given to the expression either 
of the Divisions sending representatives or the 
representatives themselves of desires concern- 
ing service upon any particular committee or 
committees. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES observed that he would like 
to say a word in favour of the letters that had 
come from Scotland; to his mind they showed 


a far clearer conception of the meaning of the 
functions of a central executive committee than 
did the Finance Committee itself. Was it to 
be assumed seriously for a second that any one 
of them nominated by a provincial Branch of 
that organisation only looked after the interests 
of his own local Division and made no contri- 
bution to the general proceedings of the 
Association? So far as he could see, whatever 
views were held as to the merits or otherwise 


‘of the payment of the rail fares and expenses, 


the reasons adduced against it were no reasons 
at all. 

Mr. J. W. McInrosu said that as one who 
had served continuously on the Finance Com- 
mittee for upwards of 15 years, he took strong 
exception to the tone of the criticisms made 
by the Scottish members. It was very obvious 
that they had not fully considered the matter 
from its broad aspect, but apparently from its 
parochial or narrower standpoint. He did not 
propose to enter into any detail, but he could 
assure his friends from Scotland that their 
views, at all times, received earnest and 
sympathetic consideration and, whether’ the 
conclusions reached were right or wrong, they 
were honestly arrived at and with only one 
object—promotion of the best interests of the 
Association and the profession as a whole. 

It was unfair and untrue to suggest that the 
committee were not representative: they were 
not a self-elected body and were not there from 
choice, but by the voice of that Council. 

It might be that the collective wisdom of that 
constituted body was not fit to guide the 
finances of the Association—that appeared to 
be the opinion, at any rate in Scotland—and if 
that view were endorsed by the Council, the 
sooner they were turned out of office the better. 
He was quite certain that no member of the 
committee would object to being relieved of the 
responsibility. 

Reference was made to the payment of 
Members of Parliament. The analogy, he 
thought, was a bad one, as M.P.’s were paid 
from the public purse and not from the sub- 
scriptions of members. Moreover, no one could 
say that the quality of the House at West- 
minster had improved since these payments 
were brought into being. 

Mr. R. A. WILLeTr observed that as a new 
member of the Finance Committee he was per- 
haps unable to state his views with the eloquence 
of Mr. MeIntosh, but he would like to say that 
he fully supported him in everything that he 
had said. 

Mr. G, P. MALE said that he was quite sure 
that they were all in sympathy with the 
remarks made by Mr. McIntosh, that the 
Finance Committee acted entirely in the in- 
terests, as they thought, of the profession. H» 
felt, however, that there was a good deal in 
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what the Scottish Branch had stated—although 
perhaps they were not quite so kind as they 
might have been in their expression of opinion 
—and he himself had hoped that some arrange- 
ment might have been come to by the Finance 
Committee and that perhaps a part of the 
travelling expenses might have been paid: say 
the travelling expenses, over a hundred miles, 
of delegates to the Council. He would suggest 
that in view of the letters that had been 
received this matter be referred back to the 
Finance Committee for reconsideration, and he 
felt sure they would consider it sympathetic- 
ally if it was at all possible. 

The PRESIDENT commented that he was not 
just happy that the Council could refer back 
a matter that had been settled at the last 
meeting. 

Dr. SHARE-JoNES felt that the replies given 
by the Finance Committee were also not very 
kindly expressed: it was not a kind expression 
to say that those people came there from the 
provinces simply to serve their own ends, and 
he thought that there was a little consideration 
required on both sides. 

The PRESIDENT enquired if it would satisfy 
the meeting if the Secretary put such an item 
on the agenda of the next meeting of the 
Finance Committee, framed with reference to 
the question before them. 

Dr. J. McCunn said that he would like to 
propose that the Council endorse the action of 
the Finance Committee. While they sympathised 
with those Scottish members they knew that 
the Finance Committee had to watch the 
finances of the Association and that for some 
years their object had been to build up a 
capital balance: no organisation could be re- 
garded as sound that had not capital behind it. 
If they spent their substance on railway travel- 
ling fares they could not do that, and until 
they had got sufficient capital it would be 
impossible for them to pay those fares and 
expenses, no matter how much they desired to 
do so. He wished, therefore, to: propose that 
they entirely endorse the action of the Finance 
Committee. 

Mr. C. E. Perry said that that question had 
been considered by the Mid-West Division and 
there was a resolution to go before their next 
meeting recommending that the local associa- 
tion should pay one-half of the travelling 
expenses of their representatives and the 
“National” the other half. He would suggest 
that course to the Council, 

Professor MITCHELL said that as a member 
from over the Border who had recently been 
appointed to the Finance Committee, he felt 
that in consequence of the information he had 
gained as a member of that committee he must 
go back and say that the finances of the 
Association were not sufficient to enable their 


— 


) 


full demand to be met, but he thought the 
expenses of one representative of each Branch 
should be paid. As the Scottish Branch, he 
understood, was the only one functioning at 
present, only one payment would have to be 
made. He was sure that it was very important 
that one representative from the Scottish 
Branch should always be present at the meet- 
ings of Council, N.V.M.A., and preferably on 
one of the committees of the Council, and he 
put it forward as a definite proposition that a 
representative of the Scottish Branch have his 
expenses paid, and also the representative of 
any other Branches that could be got to func- 
tion: that might be the means of bringing to 
life those Branches. 

The PrReEsIDENT here intervened to say that 
the Council were not just discussing the com- 
mittee’s report; they were discussing the 
correspondence. He would take Professor 
Mitchell's suggestion as a notice of motion for 
the next Council meeting if he so desired. 

Professor MITCHELL replied that he would 
put it as a personal motion: ‘ That the travel- 
ling expenses of one member of the Scottish 
Branch be paid.” 

Captain GUNNING at this point rose to say 
that he wished to support Dr. McCunn’s motion 
that the Council endorse the report of the 
Finance Committee. 

Major G. W. Dunkin said that he could not 
sit there as a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee without accepting some responsibility for 
the decisions they had arrived at. What he 
had to say would be, in a sense, rather repeti- 
tive of what had already been said, but the 
Council would excuse him because his observa- 
tions would be largely an attempt to allay the 
fears in the minds of their friends over the 
Border. 

No one listening “‘ behind closed doors,” as it 
were, at that meeting of the Finance Committee 
when those decisions were taken could have 
gone away and honestly said that the whole 
question was not given very careful considera- 
tion indeed. He was not one of those who 
resented what the Scottish Divisions had said 
to the “ National,” but he did feel that it might 
have been more happily stated. He appreciated 
their feelings and he felt that the state of 
mind which assailed them all when their par- 
ticular proposal fell to the ground, had to be 
recognised, but even so, the restrained and 
somewhat ingenuous remarks of Professor 
Mitchell would be received with gratitude by 
his friends in the south. He hoped Professor 
McCunn’s proposal would not go forward 
because the Council had already accepted the 
Finance Committee’s recommendation, which 
fact rendered the proposal redundant. The 
committee came to the decision that they had 
done as an honest expression of opinion because 
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they felt that from the point of view of the 
“ National” (and that was the body for which 
the committee worked, and not for any Branch 
or Division) it was a proper decision to arrive 
at and a proper recommendation to make. 

Mr. MarGarson having asked if it was not 
a fact that they were now awaiting the receipt 
of replies from the Divisions on this matter, 
Major Dunkin added that he did not see how 
the Council could discuss the question that day 
because, as the previous speaker had stated, 
they had had no replies from any of the Divi- 
sions outside Scotland. 

The SOLiciror, appealed to by the President, 
gave his opinion of the position as follows: 
that this matter was sent down by the Council 
to the Finance Committee for consideration ; 
that committee made its report back to the 
last meeting of Council and its report was 
accepted by the Council. The Secretary re- 
ported the findings of the Council to the various 
Branches and Divisions and there the matter 
ended. If the Council wished to continue the 
discussion, in view of the correspondence they 
had had, at its next meeting, some member of 
Council should propose to discuss the matter 
at the next Council meeting. 

The PresipENT: “I move that that is the 
situation and we act accordingly.” 

The Council agreed, Professor 
withdrawing his motion. 

Consideration was now given to a letter from 
the Royal Sanitary Institute extending to the 
Council of the Association a cordial invitation 
to appoint delegates to the 47th Health Con- 
gress and Exhibition of the Institute which will 
be held from July 6th to 11th, in Southport. 

On the proposition of Professor Craic, 
seconded by Major DuNKIN, it was agreed that 
a delegate be sent and that the President or 
his nominee be requested to represent the 
Association at this Congress. 

The SeEcRETARY reported that particulars had 
been received of the South African Health 
Congress convened by the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute, South African Branch, in association with 
the South African Health Officials’ Association, 
to be held at Capetown in February, 1936. 

Particulars of the sessions of interest -to 
veterinarians were detailed by the Secretary, 
but the Council decided that the document of 
information be allowed to lie on the table. 

The concluding item of correspondence was 
the following letter, dated September 28th, 
1935, addressed to the General Secretary by 
Mr. J. L. Perry, of Cardiff :— 

I have been in communication with your 
President, Captain J. R. Barker, regarding the 
possibility of the Association holding its 1937 
Congress in Cardiff, and he has written me 
advising me to get from the Cardiff City Council 
some form of invitation. I have accordingly 
written the Lord Mayor on the subject and I 
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enclose you his Secretary’s reply. I know that 
it is a long time till next year’s Congress, but 
I shall be glad if you will file the enclosed for 
future use. 

_[ think that South Wales realky deserves a 
visit from the Association and it has many ad- 
vantages which no doubt will be apparent to 
everyone. 

The following is the reply from the Lord 
Mayor's Secretary, to which reference is made 
in the foregoing letter :— 

The National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland: 1937 Congress 

Further to your letter of September 18th, which 
I have to-day placed before the Civic Recep- 
tions Committee. I am instructed to_say that 
should the Congress decide to visit Cardiff in 
the year 1937 the Council will be pleased to 
welcome the same and to do everything possible 
for the success of the Conference and the comfort 
of the delegates. | 

I hope you will be able to advise me next 
summer that the invitation to visit Cardiff has 
been accepted. 

The PRESIDENT said that he thought that the 
proper thing to do with that correspondence 
was to accept it as an invitation and to forward 
it for consideration by the Council meeting of 
the Association which would precede the Annual 
General Meeting to be held at Scarborough. 
[ Agreed. ] 

The Secretary informed the Council that 
particulars of Birmingham as a suitable con- 
ference centre had been received, while the 
Mayor of Harrogate had renewed the invitation 
to the Association to visit that town for its 


(Congress. 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION 


The SECRETARY reported that the number of 
Inembers of the Association at December Ist, 
1935, was 1,750. 

Obituary List.—The Secretary the 
obituary list, Council standing in silent tribute 
the while: Mr. W. A. Hancock (Uxbridge), 
Mr. G. D. Lansley (Axminster), Mr. W. Barons 
Nelder (Exeter), Mr. J. Soulsby (Cockermouth), 
Mr. J. Foulston (Hanbrough), Mr. J. R. Carless 
(Shrewsbury) and’ Mr. R. Barker’ (Eagles- 
cliffe). 

Before the members resumed their seats, the 
PRESIDENT Said: ** Might I ask you to take note 
of Mrs. Macqueen and of Dr.. Griffith Evans. 
Dr. Griffith Evans was not a member of this 
Association, but I think we might include him 
in our obituary list and in our condolences now.” 

The following list of members desiring to 
submit their resignations from the Association 
was read: Messrs. B. A. Claxton (Ministry of 
Agriculture), J. Littler (Oakham), W. W. 
Malone (Wexford), F. E. Mason (Austria), 
G. <A. Moore (Ministry of Agriculture), 
H. J. Sadler (India), D. Storrar 
(Prestatyn), A. Crofts (Bedford), Colonel 
H, E. Gibbs (R.A.V.C.), Mr. 
Harding (Salisbury), Lieut.-Colonel W. N. 

D 
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Rowston (R.A.V.C.), Messrs. W. ‘B. Gardner 
(Ballymena), G. E. Bowman (Leeds) and F, 
Gale (Romsey). 

The PRESIDENT enquired if it was the wish 
of the Council that those resignations be 
accepted. 

In reply to Dr. WooLpripGe, the SECRETARY 
gave in each case the reason for his resignation 
furnished by the member. 

Major Kikk commented that it appeared to 
him from the information read out by the 
Secretary that there was an erroneous impres- 
sion abroad that the two guineas subscription 
was entirely in respect of the receipt of The 
Veterinary Record. The fact that for any par- 
ticular reason (such as in the case of partner- 
ships) a man did not desire to continue the 
receipt of the Association’s journal should not 
lead him to discontinue his membership: there 
were many other additional advantages attach- 
ing to membership of the N.V.M.A. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes said that he would very 
much like to see Mr. Bowman’s resignation 
rescinded. Mr. Bowman was one of the very 
fine old types in our profession and he felt that 
the Association should not accept his resigna- 
tion without making some effort to retain him. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE observed that the outstand- 
ing fact in the replies given was that a large 
number of members relinquished their member- 
ship because of advancing years and he thought 
that the Association should consider whether 
or not they could retain such aged members on 
some sort of honorary basis. If this could be 
done he would like it to be put into operation 
even in respect of those members whose names 
were read out that day. 

The PRESIDENT said that on their behalf some 
consideration had been given to that question 
before they came to that meeting. He took the 
view that long service would not entitle a 
member to honorary membership on the basis 
of the grounds for which such a distinction had 
been conferred in the past. If it was their wish 
that the basis should be changed, 
thought that the remarks of Dr. Wooldridge 
might be borne in mind by the appropriate 
committee. 

The Soriciror drew the attention of the 
Council to Article 19, which said: “ Such 
eminent professional and scientific ‘persons and 
others who may have rendered distinguished 
service to the Association or to the Veterinary 
Profession, or to the advancement of Veterinary 
Science, or who in the opinion of the Council 
will confer honour on or advance the interests 
of the Association, may be elected honorary 
members by the General Meeting of the 
Association on the recommendation of the 
Council.” 

The PresIpeNtT asked what was the wish of 
the Council. Might it be considered by the 


then he 


meeting whether or not the Association might 
have some other term such as honorary asso- 
ciate? It might not be necessary to offer The 
Veterinary Record to such members—if they 
could not see to read it they could not want 
it—(laughter)—but it would be nice if some 
of those old-standing members could be allowed 
to retain their membership in some other way. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer said that the question of 
resignation did not apply only to old members. 
In the list before them there was at least one 
case in which two members were in partner- 
ship and in which one resignation was offered 
because they considered that it involved paying 
for two copies of The Veterinary Record. 

The PRESIDENT observed that in the absence 
of any motion on the subject he thought they 
might refer that matter to the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, which would be 
meeting between that date and the next meeting 
of Council, 

The meeting expressed assent. 

The SECRETARY reported the names of eight 
members who, being in arrear for one year in 
the payment of their subscription, ceased, by 
virtue of Article 30, to be members of the 
Association. 

The PRESIDENT now Called upon the SECRETARY 
to read the following list of names of applicants 
for membership who had duly paid their sub- 
scriptions and filled in the requisite forms of 
nomination: Messrs. P. Bannister (Burnley), 
T. F. F. Barr (Biggar), J. B. Brooksby 
(Glasgow), A. W. Chalmers (Sudan), J. A. R. 
Coates (Edinburgh), W. Ross Cockrill (Glas- 
gow), Miss R. Datnow (Liverpool), Messrs. 
J. C. Dyson (Appleby), W. Griffith Edwards 
(Blackburn), Captain E. S. Farbrother (Bom- 
bay), Miss E. K. Finke (North Harrow), 
Messrs. T. B. Fleming (Lesmahagow), A. Foggie 
(Edinburgh), C. Formston (London), F. <A. 
Gordon (Lichfield), Miss V. Hickman (Rick- 
mansworth), Messrs. F. H. Hill (Edinburgh), 
D. J. Jones (Llandyssul), D, Kennedy (Thurso), 
A. D. M. G. Laing (Edinburgh), A. McFarlane 
(Belfast), Miss K. Morant (London), Miss D. R. 
Morton (Prescot), Messrs. P. A. O'Neill 
(Birkenhead), E. S. Paterson (Windsor), D. 
Reeves (Dublin), T. J. Richardson (Becken- 
ham), K. N, Scott (Reading), V. E. Senior 
(Sutton Coldfield), D. V. Sinclair (Boston Spa), 
P. M. Sutton (London), N. R. Turnbull (Alres- 
ford), Miss D. Williams (London), Messrs. W. D. 
Williams (Czrphilly), S. G. Wilson (Nyasa- 
land), W. Wilson (Glasgow), and D. Wyper 
(Dumfries). 

The elections were made unanimously and 
amid applause, the Secretary having informed 
the Council that with those additions member- 
ship of the Association was brought up to 1,758 
—a new record, which compared with 1,698 
after the meeting of Council held last January. 
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Reports of Standing Committees 
Organising Committee 
The following report of this committee was 


read by its Chairman (Mr. R. Barons NELDER), 
who moved its reception and adoption :— 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at 2, Verulam Buildings, on Monday, 
January 6th, 1936. 

Mr. KR. Barons Nelder was appointed Chairman 
of the committee for the ensuing year. 

A_ vote of thanks was passed to the retiring 
Chairman (Captain J. R. Rider) for the valuable 
services he had rendered during the many years 
he had occupied the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, a letter was received 
from the Livestock Offices Association stating 
that no unqualified persons had been added to 
their register since March, 1915, but regretting 
that they could not see their way to withdraw 
permission for the employment of the very few 
“acting velerinary surgeons” who remained, in 
view of the length of time they had been on 
the register. 

It was decided to thank the Livestock Offices 
Association for their letter and to express satis- 
faction with their assurance that no other un- 
qualified persons would be added to their 
register. 

A letter was read from the Dumfries and Gallo- 
way Division to the effect that, having heard the 
Association’s observations on the matter, the 
Division did not wish the N.V.M.A. to do any- 
thing further in connection with its request that 
the N.V.M.A. should try to secure arrangements 
so that all veterinary surgeons attending officially 
at race-meetings and dog shows should be paid 
adequately for their services. 

A reply was received from a local Branch of 
the R.S.P.C.A. giving details of the arrangements 
made by the Branch for providing free_treat- 
ment for the animals of the poor in its district. 

This letter also referred to the proposed open- 
ing of a new clinic, and a communication which 
had been received from a member of the pro- 
fession in this connection was also read, men- 
tioning that the starting of this clinic was subject 
to the approval of the local Division, N.V.M.A.., 
and asking for such approval to be obtained. | 

While the Secretary’s action in referring this 
matter to the Hon. Secretary of the appropriate 
Division of the Association was approved, he 
was instructed to re-approach Division 
urging it to make every possible effort to ensure 
that this and other schemes started within its 
area were established on the basis recommended 
in the Association’s original memorandum on 
the subject. 


Consideration was given to the following 
resolution passed by the Central Division on 
December 5th:— 

“That a_ letter be addressed to_ the 
N.V.M.A. requesting them to ask the R.S.P.C.A. 
to get in touch with their branches all over 
the country, to ensure that when the estab- 
lishment of a centralised clinic in their 
areas is contemplated, all the veterinary 
surgeons in the neighbourhood should be 
approached.” 

It was decided that the Central Division be 
informed that the Association will continue to 
do everything in its power to ensure that 
Branches of the R.S.P.C.A. comply with the terms 
of this resolution. 
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The committee accepted with regret the resig- 
nation of Major G. W. Dunkin as one of the 
Association’s representatives on the Parliamen- 
tary Science Committee, and it was agreed to 
recommend that Major D. S. Rabagliati be invited 
to serve in his stead. 

Consideration was given to a letter from the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons remitting 
to the consideration of the Association the ques- 
tion of Canine Nurses and intimating that it 
was the opinion of the Royal College that it is 
desirable that canine nurses should be registered 
after having undergone a proper course of train- 
ing and a proper examination, 

After discussion, the committee came to the 
conclusion that the time is not opportune for 
further action to be taken by the Association. 

Arising from this discussion, the committee 
desires to state that the issue by individual 
veterinary surgeons of “certificates of  pro- 
ficiency” to canine nurses is viewed with dis- 
favour, and it therefore recommends that a 
resolution to that effect be transmitted to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for its 
consideration and necessary action, 


Major Dunkin seconded the motion, which 
was carried without discussion. 


Appointments Committee 


In the absence of Major DeVine (Chairman), 
the report of this committee was read as 
follows by the SECRETARY :— 


The Appointments Committee met at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, on Monday, January 6th, 1936, when 


Major Brennan DeVine was appointed Chairman | 


of the committee for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, a communication 
was read from the Town Clerk of a Local Autho- 
rity, in reply to a letter addressed to him in 
July last, intimating that the salary of the Coun- 
cil’s Veterinary Officer had been increased to 
£625 per annum, such increase to take effect 
from September Ist, 1935. A letter was also 
received from the member concerned expressing 
his sincere thanks for the support given him 
by the Association. 

A report was read to the committee of a meel- 
ing which had taken place on November Ist 
with the General Purposes Committee of the 
Society of Medical Officers of Health, at which 
the Association was represented by Major DeVine 
and Major Rabagliati, when the request made 
of that Society to bring the N.V.M.A. scale of 
salaries for whole-time Veterinary Officers to 
the notice of its members was discussed. 

The meeting also had before it a letter which 
had subsequently been received from the Society 
of Medical Officers of Health in which sympathy 
was expressed with the aim of the Association 
to regularise the salary conditions of veterinary 
officers. The Society understood that one of the 
main obstacles to the general adoption of the 
scale was that medical officers of health were 
ignorant of its existence, and they therefore sug- 
gested that this could be remedied if the Asso- 
ciation circulated to every M.O.H. of an authority 
which employs, or is likely to employ, whole- 
time Veterinary Officers a reasoned memorandum 
setting out the suggested salaries for the various 
grades of veterinary oflicers. 

The committee decided to adopt the foregoing 
suggestion and a memorandum for circulation 
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amongst medical oflicers of health is therefore 
being prepared. 

The committee was informed that the post of 
Veterinary Officer of Oxfordshire, to the salary 
for which the Association had taken exception, 
had been secured by a non-member of the Asso- 
ciation, 

Consideration was given to a letter from a 
member who had accepted an appointment at 
a salary below that recommended by the Asso- 
ciation, 

It was decided to recommend that the Council 
should request this member to resign from the 
Association, 

Arising from these discussions upon “ under 
scale’ appointments, the committee recommend 
that Local Authorities which employ Veterinary 
Officers at salaries that are not in conformity 
with the Association’s scale should not be invited 
to send delegates to the Association’s Annual 
Conferences. 

A letter was read from the Assistant Veterinary 
Oflicer, Leeds, commenting on the committee’s 
reply to his request for the assistance of the 
Association in regard to his salary. 

A copy of a letter was read for the information 
of the committee which had been addressed by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons_ to 
the War Office pressing for a similar provision 
to be made for increased pay for Majors, R.A.V.C., 
whose promotion had been unduly delayed, as 
ne been made for Majors, Royal Army Medical 

orps. 

A communication was laid before the com- 
mittee from the Director of Veterinary Services, 
Nigeria, commenting adversely on a revised scale 
of salaries for Veterinary Officers in that Pro- 
tectorate. 

It was agreed that this was a matter that called 
for investigation and the committee is therefore 
making a number of inquiries. 

The committee approved the following report 
of the sub-committee appointed to consider the 
salaries of members of the profession holding 
in the various branches of the pro- 
ession :— 


During the year which has elapsed since 

the Special Salaries Sub-Committee last 

: reported, the representations made to the 

County Councils Association have resulted 

in that body sending a circular letter to the 

English and Welsh County Authorities to 

the effect that in its opinion some uniformity 

in the salaries of whole-time Veterinary 

Officers is desirable, and _ bringing the 
N.V.M.A, scale to their notice. 


This was as far as the County Councils 
Association could go, as their Executive 
Council took the view that it was not within 
the province of the Association to advise 
the adoption of salary scales. A similar con- 
clusion was arrived at by the Association of 
County Councils in Scotland, but as_ this 
body took. no action whatever the N.V.M.A. 
scale has been sent to all County Councils 
in Scotland as instructed by the meeting of 
the N.V.M.A. Council held in Edinburgh in 
July last. 


Arising out of its consideration of the 
uestion whether the scale calls for revision, 
the sub-committee is of the opinion that 
while no change should be made in the 
lowest minimum figure in each section, the 
scale would be less liable to misinterpreta- 
tion if the following wording were 
employed: — 
Proposed New Wording. 


Minimum Commencing Salaries Recommended 
by the National Veterinary Medical Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland 


WHOLE-TIME VETERINARY OFFICERS 
Chief Veterinary Officer— 


For the Chief Officer in a Borough 
or County with one or more Assistant 
Veterinary Officers, a commencing 
salary of from £700 per annum upwards, 
according to his duties and responsi- 
bilities. 

Velerinary Officer. 

For an Officer working alone in a 
Borough or County, where only one 
Veterinary Officer is required, a com- 
mencing salary of from £600 per annum 
upwards, according to his duties .and 
responsibilities. 

Senior Assistant Veterinary Officers. 

For Senior’ Assistant Veterinary 
Officers, a commencing salary of from 
£500 per annum upwards, 

(A Senior Assistant Veterinary Officer 
is that Officer, in a service where there 
are two or more Assistants, who 
deputises for the Chief Veterinary 
Officer), 

Assistant Veterinary Officers, 


For Assistant Veterinary Officers, a 
commencing salary of from £400 per 
annum upwards. 


No scale of periodic increments for Veter- 
inary Officers has been formulated, on_ the 
understanding that employing authorities 
will give increases for capability and length 
of service, commensurate with the duties 
performed. 

The Association strongly recommends the 
provision where possible of a contributory 
yerannuation scheme for all Veterinary 

icers, 


As far as the salaries of the veterinary staff 
of the Ministry of Agriculture are concerned, 
circumstances have arisen which have 
delayed the sub-committee in drawing up 
proposals for the approval of the Appoint- 
ments Committee. It hopes, however, to be 
in a position to formulate these soon and 
would like the permission of the Appoint- 
ments Committee to take whatever steps may 
be deemed necessary secure their 
adoption. 

In the case of the salaries of research 
workers and veterinary investigation officers, 
the sub-committee thought that _ before 
making any definite recommendations it 
would be advisable to ascertain the views ot 
the Ministry of Agriculture. Accordingly an 
interview has taken place with representa- 
tives of the Ministry, and the following are 
the tentative scales which were put forward 
as a basis for discussion :— 


VETERINARY RESEARCH WORKERS 


£ per annum. 
Research Scholars 0 
Research Assistant ... 400x25~x 750 
Senior Research Assistant 800x 30x 1.000 
Director... Not less than 
£1,200 p.a. 
Extra emoluments for Heads of Departments. 
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VETERINARY INVESTIGATION OFFICERS 
_A minimum commencing salary of £600, 
rising by annual increments of £25 to £800 
per annum, 

The deputation has reported that the 
Ministry were in sympathy with the Asso- 
ciation’s representations and would bear 
them in mind when the matter was _ sub- 
mitted to H.M. Treasury and the Agricultural 
Research Council. Further consideration of 
these salaries must therefore be deferred. 


Major having moved that the 
report be received, Dr. WooLpRIDGE seconded 
the motion and the PRESIDENT invited discus- 
sion, 

The President replied in the aflirmative to 
Mr. MAce’s enquiry if he was to understand 
that the minimum commencing salary recom- 
mended for veterinary investigation officers was 
£600. 

Dr. McCunn begged to suggest that before 
medical officers of health were circularised 
great care should be taken, if the appointments 
were likely to be advertised, to see that the 
suggested commencing salary was not higher 
than the minimum laid down in the N.V.M.A. 
scale for such appointments. He knew of one 
case in which the arranged salary was £750 
but in which, due to the intervention of the 
* National,” the commencing salary was 
brought down to the Association’s minimum of 
£500. 

Proceeding, Dr. MeCunn said that he would 
like to take that opportunity of urging upon 
members of Council to do what they could to 
improve the salaries of veterinary officers 
locally by the exercise of personal influence. 
He quoted an instance in which whilst he was 
on holiday in a northern district he learned 
from the local veterinary officer that the latter 
was dissatisfied with the salary he was receiy- 
ing. He (Dr. McCunn) went to see the Clerk 
to the County Council concerned, spending an 
hour-and-a-half with him, and he was pleased 
to report that the salary of the officer in 
question had since been raised to the proper 
grade. (Applause.) 

The report was adopted without further 
discussion. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee 
Major Raspacuiati (Chairman) read and 
moved the reception and adoption of the 


following report :— 

A meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health Committee was held at the offices of the 
Association on Tuesday, January 7th, 1936. 

Major D. S. Rabagliati was appointed Chair- 
man of the committee for the ensuing year, 

A vote of thanks was passed to the retiring 
Chairman (Mr. G. P. Male) for the valuable ser- 
vices he had rendered during the years he had 
acted as Chairman. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

The committee resumed consideration of Mr. 
Hall Masheter’s “ Scheme for the Eradication of 
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Bovine Tuberculosis ” in the light of the Northern 
Ireland Report on the Spahlinger vaccine. 

After full discussion, the committee concludes 
that a case has been made out for further investi- 
gation of the Spahlinger vaccine; that the num- 
ber of animals used in the Irish experiment 
was not enough to give statistically conclusive 
results; and that the general use of the vaccine 
should be deferred until a thorough investiga- 
tion has been made. 

Arising from the foregoing discussion, the com- 
mittee recommends that the Association should 
take steps to consider in the light of present- 
day legislation and developments the various 
methods of tuberculosis eradication already in 
operation and that a report thereon be drawn up. 

The following letter, dated October 29th, 1935, 
was read from the Department of Local Govern- 
ment and Public Health, Irish Free State, in 
reference to the resolution concerning meat 
inspection passed at the Belfast Congress:— 


I am directed by the Minister for Local 
Government and Public Health to acknow- 
ledge receipt of your letter of the 7th instant 
and to state, for ae information, that in 
this country the duty of the supervision of 
the meat supplies is vested in the local sani- 
— authorities. In Urban Districts. the 
authorities have power to make Bye-laws 
for the regulation of slaughterhouses and for 
the inspection of all meat intended to be 
sold for human consumption in their areas. 
Similar powers may be exercised by the 
sanitary authorities in Rural Districts who 
have been invested by Order of the Minister 
with the powers of urban sanitary authori- 
ties in relation to these matters. 

The powers of sanitary authorities for the 
supervision of the meat supply are exercised 
through their sanitary officers and chiefly 
through their Veterinary Inspectors. The 
duties of these officers in relation to the meat 
supply, the inspection of slaughterhouses and 
enforcement of Bye-laws with respect to 
meat inspection, where in operation, are sel 
forth in the Public Health (Veterinary 
Inspection) Order, 1929. I am to enclose, for 
your information, copy of the Order which, 
it will be noted, prescribes the ante-mortem 
and post-mortem examination of animals. 

Sanitary authorities are empowered to 
take steps for the appointment of such 
number of Veterinary Inspectors as are 
necessary for the supervision of the meat 
supply and a considerable number of such 
officers have noW been appointed. I[n the 
urban areas the number of Veterinary 
Inspectors for the supervision of the meat 
supply is 80 and in the Rural Districts 95. 
Every opportunity has been availed of by 
this Department to bring to the notice of 
sanitary authorities their responsibilities in 
this very important matter and in Districts 
where no Veterinary Inspectors are func- 
tioning the authorities concerned have been 
urged to take steps to appoint these officers. 


Copies of this resolution were also transmitted 
to the Ministry of Health, the Department of 
Health for Scotland, the Welsh Board of Health 
and the Ministry of Agriculture, Northern 
Ireland, but so far no replies have been received 
from any of these bodies. 

Major RapaGciiaTi added that he thought that 
the Council would agree that the letter from 
the Department of Local Government and 
Public Health, Irish Free State, was very satis- 


factory. (Applause.) 
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The motion was seconded by Mr. R. A. 
WILLETTY and carried without discussion. 


Joint Meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and 
Public Health and Parliamentary Com- 


mittees 

The report of this joint meeting was read 
as follows by Major RaBaGuiati (Chairman), 
who moved its reception : 

A Joint Meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and 
Public Health and the Parliamentary Committees 
was held at the oflices of the Association, on 
Tuesday, January 7th, 1936, with Major D. S. 
Rabagliati in the Chair. 

The joint meeting received the following report 
of a deputation which waited upon the Associa- 
tion of Municipal Corporations on November 
20th, with reference to the new Order that is to 
take the place of the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order, 1923. 

In accordance with the decision arrived 
at in July last, a copy of the recommenda- 
tions made _ by the Association to the 
Ministry of Health in connection with the 
draft Milk (Special Designations) Order was 
sent to the Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions and they were asked to receive a 
deputation on the subject, since it was 
gathered when the Ministry of Health was 
interviewed that the arrangements for 
administering the new Order would be made 
by the County and County Boroughs, and 
not by the Ministry of Health. 

The Association of Municipal Corporations 
agreed to a meeting and on November 20th, 
Mr. Male, Mr. Steele Bodger and Captain 
Simpson were received by members of their 
Law Committee. 

Mr. Male said that the deputation appre- 
ciated the action of the Association § of 
Municipal Corporations in agreeing to a 
meeting and that in bringing its recom- 
mendations before them the N.\V.M.A. felt that 
if there was some unanimity of opinion on 
the recommendations it might influence the 
Ministry if they were backed by so respon- 
sible a body as the A.M.C. 

The chief points were that the N.V.M.A. 
thought that there should be more uniformity 
in the administration of the various Acts 
and Orders. At present some Counties inter- 

reted them differently; some were rather 
ax while others were more strict. The 
Association therefore felt that if a schedule 
of regulations was drawn up’ in connection 
with the new Order it would be very helpful 
to all concerned. 

Another point which rather concerned the 
Association was the manner in which the 
veterinary provisions of the Order were to 
be carried out. It fully supported the 
appointment of municipal whole-time veter- 
inary officers, but fell, especially as regards 
the Counties, that there was a tendency for 
a great deal of the work under the various 
schemes to be taken out of the hands of 
the country practitioner and placed into 
those of whole-time officers. The Association 
felt thet whole-time officers already had a 
great deal of work to perform and would 
find the testing more than they could under- 
take without additions to their staff. There 
would also be the difficulty of obtaining 
these additional men and it was the view 
of the Association that it would be detri- 
mental to the interests of agriculture if this 
work were thus taken from the practitioner 
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as there would not be sufficient remunera- 
tive work lefi to induce him to remain in 
the district. 

Following upon references to the N.V.M.A. 
scheme for co-ordinating the veterinary ser- 
vices of the country, the Association’s 
recommendations were taken in order. The 
representatives of the A.M.C, promised to 
advise their Law Committee to support the 
majority of them, but the Chairman ruled 
that it was not within the terms of reference 
of the meeting to discuss the question raised 
in the recommendation that the tuberculin 
testing and clinical examinations should 
remain, as at present, in the hands of veter- 
inary practitioners, subject to collaboration 
with whole-time staffs where such exist. 
From what was said, it seemed to be_the 
view of the representatives of the A.M.C. 
that this was a matter for local arrangement 
and that they saw nothing in the new Order 
to prevent practitioners from still being 
employed to carry out that work. 

With regard to the recommendation that 
licences in connection with pasteurised milk 
should only be granted by County and 
County Boroughs, it was pointed out to the 
deputation that many of the Urban District 
Councils adjacent to London had_ larger 
populations than some of the Counties and 
County Boroughs, and officials competent to 
undertake the work involved. In the light 
of this the deputation did not press that 
recommendation, but explained that what 
the Association had chiefly in mind was that 
such licences should not be granted by the 
small Rural District Councils. 

As to the remainder of the Association’s 
recommendations, namely, those dealing 
with the remission of fees for licences and 
bacterial counts, it was understood that the 
A.M.C. had already recommended to the 
Ministry that the fees payable to the licensing 
authority should be uniform, and that they 
had also acted on the advice of the Society 
of Medical Officers of Health in regard to 
bacterial counts. 

Concerning the proposed restriction on 
the use of the new designation “ Standard,” 
the deputation agreed with the representa- 
lives of the A.M.C. that support should be 
given to the recommendation of the County 
Councils Association that this designation 
should also be used in relation to this grade 
of milk when sold to the public. 


At the same time as the Association’s 
recommendations were sent to the A.M.C., a 
similar approach was made to the County 
Councils Association. Up to the present, 
however, it has not been found possible to 
arrange an_ interview with the County 
Councils Association. 

The Secretary read a letter which if is pro- 
posed to send to all members of the profession 
resident in England, Wales and Scotland asking 
them to endeavour to enlist the support of their 
local Members of Parliament for the Association's 
recommendations in regard to the above Order. 
It was agreed that this letter should be des- 
patched as soon as possible. 


Mr. Mare having seconded the motion, Mr. 
Tupor Hucues said that he would like to ask 
whether the N.V.M.A. intended to support the 
view expressed that in the making of new 
appointments of county and municipal whole- 
time veterinary officers, while the chief veter- 
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inary officer should be a_ whole-time oflicer 
engaged in administrative work, the executive 
work should be carried out by practitioners as 
part-time veterinary inspectors. 

Major RapacuiaTi said that the reply to that 
was the scheme which the N.V.M.A. had drawn 
up for the unification of the veterinary services 
of the country. That was their agreed policy. 

Mr. Tupor HuGues replied that if that was 
so he would like to point out the condition of 
affairs obtaining in regard to Shropshire, where 
a Chief Veterinary Officer had been appointed. 
The terms of the advertisement inserted in 
The Veterinary Record were that he should 
administer the whole of the veterinary work in 
the county acting in conjunction with the part- 
time veterinary inspectors of the county. Since 
his appointment that officer had submitted a 
report to the sub-committee of the County 
Council dealing with that matter, recommend- 
ing the appointment of a whole-time staff for 
all the duties in connection with dairy herd 
inspection under the Tuberculosis Order and 
the Milk and Dairies Orders, which would be 
greatly to the detriment of the practitioners in 
the county. He would like to know whether the 
Association could do anything to uphold the 
practitioners in the county before the appoint- 
ment of a whole-time assistant staff came into 
effect, because otherwise he was afraid it would 
be too late, 

Mr, G. P. MALE asked to be allowed to say, 
in answer to that, that the committee had done 
everything possible. It had sent a deputation 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of 
Health and various other bodies, and had drawn 
up the “ National” scheme recommending how 
the veterinary services of the country could 
best be utilised, but in each case they were 
told that it was a matter for the counties them- 
selves and that it was left to the local authori- 
ties to make their own arrangements. Any 
suggestions that Mr. Tudor Hughes could make 
would be welcome. 

Mr. StreeteE Bopcer pointed out that the 
position of the Shropshire appointee was not 
quite the same as that of a chief veterinary 
officer who was appointed with the understand- 
ing that he was to have a full-time inspectorate 
staff. In the terms of this particular adver- 
tisement the Chief Veterinary Officer was to be 
required to work with the part-time officers, 
but it appeared that before he met any of the 
part-time officers he had sent a recommendation 
to his committee for the appointment of five 
whole-time officers. In view of the fact that 
that appointment was advertised in the Associa- 
tion’s official organ, could not a letter be sent 
by the Association to the County Council 
pointing out that the terms of the appointment 
were not being adhered to? 

Mr. Mackenzie said that the report of the 
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committee of the County Council was, in the 
first place, supposed to be private, but it had 
soon become public and when the part-time 
veterinary inspectors of Shropshire endeavoured 
to get a hearing from the committee they would 
not allow them to discuss it. 

The PRESIDENT enquired if it would meet the 
views of Mr. Tudor Hughes and Mr. Mackenzie 
if that matter were referred to committee for 
further consideration. 

Mr. Tupor HuGueEs replied that unfortunately 
the matter was coming to a crux when the 
Shropshire County Council had its meeting at 
the beginning of February. There was a divi- 
sion of opinion in the County Council with 
regard to the policy to be adopted, whether to 
adhere to that intended by them before they 
appointed the whole-time Chief Veterinary 
Officer or whether to adopt the recommenda- 
tions embodied in his report since he was 
appointed—to secure a whole-time staff. He 
might say, speaking as one of the veterinary 
surgeons in Shropshire, that they welcomed the 
terms in which the County Council advertised 
the appointment, which seemed to be the ideal 
which the ‘“ National” envisaged—i.e., the 
appointment of a whole-time Chief Veterinary 
Officer to administer the Orders, the executive 
work to be done by the practitioners. To say 
the least of it, however, that policy had been 
contravened and they could not but be sur- 
prised at the action of the Chief Veterinary 
Officer subsequent to his appointment. He 
thought that the Association should make some 
representation, right soon, before the full meet- 
ing of the County Council in February. In his 
view such representations would be of very 
material assistance to practitioners in Shrop- 
shire in their endeavour to retain’ their 
appointments and emoluments under the County 
Council. Moreover, if that Association could 
make its weight felt in one county, there was 
hope of its doing so in other counties which 
would follow suit. + 

The PrestpENT: “If you will provide the 
Association with the necessary information, I 
am sure that they will take the necessary 
action.” 

Mr. Tupor HuaGues replied that he was confi- 
dent that, in association with Mr. Mackenzie, 
he could supply all the information required. 

A MemMBeER observed that he was aware that 
the Farmers’ Union were strongly supporting 
the practitioners, but it was simply a matter 
as to whether the whole-time veterinary officer 


could be induced to co-operate with the practi- 


tioners. 

Captain H. W. Dawes said that although he 
was not a Shropshire practitioner he had, 
through his position as the Secretary of the 
Midland Counties Division, some knowledge of 
the position of the part-time veterinary officers 
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in Shropshire. He thought the matter was one 
of extreme urgency and one in which the 
* National” should do something for the part- 
time inspectors. In his view the whole question 
should be referred to a small sub-committee of 
the “ National.” That Association had done an 
enormous amount of work for the whole-time 
veterinary officers and this would appear to 
him to be an important opportunity for them 
to do something for the good of the part-time 
veterinary inspectors. In view of its urgency he 
formally moved “ that the matter of the Shrop- 
shire appointment be relegated to a small sub- 
committee with power to act.” 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Mackenzie 
and carried unanimously, 

The sub-committee was appointed as follows: 
the President, the Hon. Secretary, the Chair- 
man of the Appointments Committee (Major 
DeVine), Captain H. W. Dawes and Mr. Steele 
Bodger. 

The report of the Joint Committee was 
carried without further discussion. 


Parliamentary Committee 


Captain J. C. CoLeMAN (Chairman) read the 
report of this committee as follows, moving its 
reception and adoption :— 


The Parliamentary Committee met at 2, 
Verulam Buildings, on Tuesday, January 7th, 
1936, when Captain J. C. Coleman was _ re- 
appointed Chairman of the committee for the 
ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

Information was laid before the committee 
from which it appeared that the work of the 
Government Committee on the Consolidation of 
Public Health Acts was nearly completed and 
that a new Public Health Bill was likely to be 
introduced, 

It was decided to remind the Government 
Committee of the recommendations made by 
the Association for their consideration and that 
they be supplied with a further copy. 

Consideration was given to a letter from Cap- 
tain R. Simpson suggesting that the Association 
should make representations to the Ministry of 
Agriculture recommending that where noti¢es 
are served under Article 6 of the Improvement 
of Livestock (Licensing of Bulls) Act, 1931, re- 
quiring that rejected bulls should be slaughtered 
or castrated, the Ministry in such cases should 
insist on a qualified veterinary practitioner 
carrying out the castration and if necessary 
supply the Ministry with a certificate in respect 
of the operation. 

Discussion of this matter was deferred pending 
the receipt of further information which the 
committee agreed should be sought. 

The attention of the committee was drawn to 
a memorandum supplied by the Secretary of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons dealing 
with clauses affecting the veterinary profession 
appearing in Bills promoted by a number of 
local authorities. 

It was resolved that Dr. Bullock be thanked 
for foruiebing this information and that the Asso- 
ciation should support any_action determined 
upon by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
in connection with these Bills. 


February 1, 1936. 


Mr. MARGARSON seconded the motion, which 
Was carried without discussion. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee 


In the absence of the Chairman of this com- 
mittee (Professor G. H. Wooldridge), the report 
was read by the GENERAL SECRETARY as 
follows :— 


The first meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee for the year 1935-1936 was 
held at the offices of the Association, on Thurs- 
day, November 21st, 1935. 

Professor G. H. Wooldridge was appointed 
Chairman of the committee for the ensuing year, 
and Mr. J. W. McIntosh Vice-Chairman. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the retiring 
Chairman, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, and it 
was decided to place on record the committee's 
deep appreciation of the valuable services 
rendered by him during the period in which he 
had acted as Chairman of the committee. 

Further consideration was given, in the light 
of the views expressed in writing by members 
of the committee, to the ates a that there 
should be a composite subscription to cover 
membership of the Association and any one 
Division. 

After a lengthy discussion, it was agreed to 
recommend the Council to take no further action 
in the matter. 

The committee had the Association’s Standing 
Orders under review and gave consideration to 
a revised draft which had been prepared after 
comparison with the Standing Orders of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Since 
then the Association’s solicitor has been con- 
sulted and the draft circulated to Members of 
the Council has his approval. The committee 
therefore recommends that these revised Stand- 
ing Orders be adopted by the Council; that they 
be printed; and that each member of Council 
be supplied with a copy. 

A letter was read from the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons inviting the Association to 
nominate a committee of ten to discuss with 
their Special House Committee the suggestion, 
put forward by the N.V.M.A., as to obtaining 
premises for housing both bodies. 

It was agreed to accept this invitation, and 
that the Association’s representatives be the 
President, the Hon. Secretary, the Hon. 
Treasurer, Mr. Bell, Mr. Steele Bodger, Captain 
Bullen, Professor Craig, Mr. Dawes, Major Kirk 
and Dr. Wooldridge. 

Arrangements have now been made for this 
discussion to take place at Red Lion Square on 
January 8th. 

The committee also dealt with several other 
matters, the consideration of which was _ ad- 
journed to enable further information to be 
obtained. 

Seventeen members had still to pay their sub- 
scription for 1935 when the committee met. This 
number has since been reduced and further 
steps are being taken to secure payment of the 
remainder. 

The Hon. Treasurer will report separately on 
the Financial Statement circulated with the 
agenda. 


The Hon. TREASURER (Captain W. G. Wracc) 
made a statement on the finances of the Asso- 
ciation during the past quarter and _ this, 
together with the report of the committee, was 
received and approved without discussion on 
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the motion of Major Kirk, seconded by Mr. 


R. A. WILLETT. 
Editorial Committee 

The report of this committee was read as 
follows by the CHarRMAN (Major Kirk), who 
moved its reception :— 

Seven meetings of this committee have been 
held during the _ quarter, and at the first 
of these Major Hamilton Kirk was appointed 
Chairman and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge Vice- 
Chairman, for the ensuing year. 

At this meeting, also, the thanks of the com- 
mittee were expressed to Sir John Moore, the 
retiring Chairman, for his valuable services 
during the long period in which he had presided 
over the work of the committee. 

Considerable time has been spent in the pre- 
paration of a suitable editorial article expressing 
the apprehension felt by the committee at_ the 
activities of organisations, employing unqualified 
persons, for the treatment of sick animals of 
the poor and also bringing into prominence 
the facilities now provided by the profession in 
conjunction with the R.S.P.C.A. 

The following is amongst the resolutions 
passed by the committee during the quarter:— 

“The responsibility for editorials rests 
with the Editorial Committee as a whole, 
and individual members of this committee 
are debarred from specifically criticising, 
anywhere, editorials appearing in The Veter- 
inary Record.” 


_ Ut was agreed to refer to Council the follow- 
ing proposal :— 
“That Article 5 of the Association’s 
Articles of Association be amended so as to 
lace Members of Council serving on the 
iditorial Committee on the same footing as 
other members in regard to payment for 
clinical contributions and preparation of 
abstracts.” 

A proposal that fhe committee reconsider the 
acceptance of advertisements from a certain firm, 
on the ground that they supply veterinary pro- 
ducts direct to the lay public, was discussed. It 
was resolved, however, that acceptance of this 
firm’s announcements be continued, since it was 
felt that the application of such a rule would 
result in a serious diminution of the revenue 
from advertisements. 

In connection with advertisements generally, 
the volume of advertising has been satisfactorily 
maintained and in an endeavour to encourage 
members of the profession to deal with those 
firms who support the Association’s journal as 
an advertising medium, a full list of firms making 
use of The Veterinary Record was_ published 
in several issues towards the end of the year. 
The committee would take this opportunity’ of 
making a further appeal to members of the pro- 
fession to place their business with Veterinary 
Record advertisers. 

In consequence of the tardy receipt of reports 
of the proceedings of certain Divisions, a letter 
has been sent to the Hon. Secretaries of all 
Veterinary Societies urging them to despatch 
such reports as soon as possible in order that 
these may be published in The Veterinary Record 
within a reasonable time of the dates upon which 
these meetings are held. 

_ At one period during the quarter the difficulty 
in securing suitable clinical material was so 
great that the committee felt that the system of 
giving honoraria for clinical articles should be 
discontinued, as this scarcity of material was 
held to be proof that the scheme had failed. 
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Later, however, the position was entirely altered 
by the receipt of a large number of contributions 
to the clinical section and it was accordingly 
decided to give the scheme an extended trial. 
It is hoped that the profession will support the 
clinical columns of the Association’s journal in 
a manner which will provide justification for 
the committee’s action in continuing the scheme, 

Nowadays the illustrations to clinical articles 
frequently take the form of X-ray plates, and 
in order that the pathological features they reveal 
may be rendered more easily discernible by 
those unaccustomed to 
it is hoped that whenever possible members 
submitting X-ray plates will accompany them 
with line drawings clearly depicting the parti- 
cular points to which it is desired to draw atten- 
lion. 

The committee have discussed the extent to 
which the use of military titles should be retained 
in designating veterinary surgeons in The Veter- 
inary Record, and it has been resolved as 
follows :— 

“That members of the profession who are 
entitled to retain an Army Rank are so to 
be designated if it. is their personal wish; 
otherwise, except in the case of members 
of the profession who have adopted a mili- 
tary career and are either serving or, have 
retired from active service with permission 
to retain their rank, the designation ‘ Mr. 
should be applied.” 

The motion having been seconded by Mr. 
STEELE BopGerR, Sir JOHN Moore said that he 
desired to say a few words regarding the reso- 
lution concerning the extent to which the use 
of military titles should be retained in desig- 
nating members in The Veterinary Record. 

Anyone who had served in the Army pre-War, 
or even in the Territorial Forces was entitled 
to retain his rank. Such officers had been 
gazetted out of the Army with permission from 
the War Office to retain their rank and he 
thought it woufd be a very grave injustice on 
all those members who were serving in the 
Army or retired, as he had been, were they 
deprived of the retention of their rank. 

Major F. J. Taytor, speaking in support of 
Sir John Moore’s” observations, said that, 
judging the question purely from his own point 
of view, he should bé extremely sorry to relin- 
quish his rank; when he _ retired he was 
granted by H.M. the King the privilege of con- 
tinuing to use that rank if he thought proper. 
He had held a veterinary oflicer’s commission 
for 38 years and was always known and 
addressed by his rank. He thought that officers 
who held temporary rank during the War for 
a period of a few years or less could not be 
regarded as being quite in the same category, 
but that, of course, was as “ The King Com- 
mands,” but he was certainly of opinion that 
those who held His Majesty’s commission for 
a great number of years before the War should 
now continue to hold that honour for life. 

Mr. BrayLtey Reynoips said that he was 
intensely surprised to hear the observations 
made by the two previous speakers, for they 
well knew that it was quite impossible for the 
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Editorial Committee to deprive such officers of 
their rank and it was certainly not its wish to 
attempt to do so. It was laid down by Govern- 
nent that even the temporary officers were 
entitled to retain their rank. At the meeting of 
the Editorial Committee at which this decision 
was arrived at and at which the first speaker 
Was present, the only consideration in the 
minds of the members was that an endeavour 
should be made to draw a definite distinction 
between the members who had been officers in 
the Regular Army and even in the Territorial 
Army and those who had only held temporary 
commissions. 

Major Kirk desired to point out that it was 
expressly stated in the report that members of 
the profession who were entitled to retain an 
Army rank were so to be designated in The 
Veterinary Record if it was their personal wish ; 
otherwise they would be designated “ Mr.” 

The motion for the adoption of the report 
Was now put to the meeting and carried. 

The PRESIDENT said that the Editorial Com- 
mittee had made a recommendation that would 
require the alteration of Article 5 of the Articles 
of Association. He was advised that that must 
go before an Extraordinary General Meeting, 
but it would require a_ resolution from the 
Council that it should be placed before such a 
meeting, and the redrafted Article would have 
to go before the Council at its next meeting. 

The Soricrror stated that if they were going 
to alter the Articles of Association they could 
only do so from the recommendation of that 
Council to an Extraordinary General Meeting. 
They would have to redraft the Article in the 
form they wanted it and thef{ the redrafted 
Article could be sent out to their members 
before the Extraordinary General Meeting. If 
he might suggest it, he would advise that the 
Secretary and himself be empowered to redraft 
the article in question and that this be re- 
submitted to the Council at its next meeting 
so that it might be forwarded to an Extra- 
ordinary General Meeting. Article 5 read: 
“The income and property of the Association, 
from whatever source derived, shall be applied 
solely towards the promotion of the objects of 
the Association as set forth in the Memorandum 
of Association, and no portion of it shall be 
paid or transferred directly or indirectly by 
way of dividend or bonus or otherwise by way 
of profit to the persons who at any time are 
or have been members of the Association, or 
to any person claiming through any of them, 
provided that nothing herein shall prevent the 
payment in good faith of remuneration to any 
person including officers of the Association 
other than members of Council in return for 
services actually rendered to the Association.” 

In view of that Article, concluded’ the 
Solicitor, they could not pay members of 


Council any fee for contributions to The 


Veterinary Record. 

Professor Boppie enquired how that would 
affect the payment of members of Council for 
the preparation of abstracts. 

The Souiciror: “ That is included.” 

Professor BoppieE said that that placed him, 
or rather the Editorial Committee, in rather a 
peculiar position, as that committee had 
written to him asking him to do abstracts for 
them and stating what they were prepared to 
pay him for the work. 

Dr. WooLpriDGE said that it was that posi- 
tion which had given rise to that recommenda- 
tion. The Abstracts Sub-Committee felt that 
they could not ask the Councilmen, who were 
doing so much work for the Association, to 
undertake, in addition, the burden of preparing 
abstracts without receiving the remuneration 
that other members of the Association were 
receiving. He therefore desired to move, in 
accordance with the Solicitor’s guidance, “ that 
Article 5 be redrafted and the redraft be 
submitted to the next meeting of the Council.” 

Mr. MALE seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


Reports of Advisory Committees 
Advisory Committee on Poultry Diseases 


In the absence of Major Dalling (Chairman), 
the following report was read by the GENERAL 
SECRETARY !— 


Two meetings of the Advisory Committee on 
Poultry Diseases have been held during the past 
quarter, with Major T. Dalling in the Chair. 

A letter was received from the Ministry of 
Agriculture thanking the Association for its sug- 
gestion that any committee which may be set 
up to consider the control of poultry diseases 
should include a veterinary surgeon conversant 
with poultry diseases, and promising to bear the 
suggestion in mind. 

Since the receipt of that letter a Poultry Tech- 
nical Committee for Great Britain has’ been 
appointed with Mr. Norman Dobson as one’ of 
its members. 

The committee also received a letter from the 
National Poultry Council falling in with the Asso- 
ciation’s proposal that it should co-opt a veter- 
inary surgeon who is conversant with the dis- 
eases of poultry. 

It was unanimously resolved to recommend 
that Major Dalling be the Association’s nominee. 

communication was submitted from_ the 
recently-formed Poultry Technical Committee, 
referred to earlier in this report, stating that 
the committee propose to invite the Association 
at a later date to send representatives to submit 
oral evidence particularly on the subject of the 
incidence of poultry mortality and its causes 
throughout Great Britain; that it was greatly 
interested in the evidence which the Association 
gave to the Reorganisation Commission on Eggs 
and Poultry (England and Wales), and asking 
whether, in the first instance, the Association 
would wish to submit a further statement in 
writing embodying any more recent information 
which may have been collected. we 

It was decided to reply that the Association 
desired to bring its evidence up to date and 
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would forward a further statement as soon as 
possible. Incidentally, this further statement will 
deal with poultry mortality in Scotland as well 
as in England and Wales, since the Poultry 
Technical Committee is a committee for the 
whole of Great Britain, whereas the Association’s 
previous evidence was restricted, by the terms 
of reference of the Reorganisation Commission, 
to the position in England and Wales. 

Further attention was given to the matter of 
the booklet dealing with poultry diseases which 
the Council has authorised the committee to 
prepare for the information of members of the 
Association, and arrangements were made for the 
writing of the various sections of the booklet. 

The committee received with regret the resig- 
nation of Dr. G. B. Brook, whose work is taking 
him abroad for a time, and it was also reported 
that Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young had like- 
wise asked for his name to be taken off the com- 
mittee because he found it difficult to attend its 
meetings. 

It was the unanimous feeling of the members 
present that these vacancies should be filled as 
soon as possible and that the committee should 
be strengthened in view of the amount of work 
which it has been asked to undertake. 

It was therefore decided to recommend that 
Professor J. F. Craig be invited to join the com- 
mittee and that a similar invitation be extended 
to Mr. J. E. Wilson of the Royal (Dick) Veter- 
inary College, in order to enable the committee 
to keep in closer touch with the work which 
is being done on poultry diseases in Scotland. 
The committee would also like to have the per- 
mission of the Council to make enquiries as to 
the possibility of arrangements being made for 
it to have the assistance of a member who is in 
contact with poultry matters in Ireland. 


The Hon, Secretary moved that the report 
be received and adopted. 

The motion was seconded by Dr. WooLDRIDGE 
and carried unanimously. 


Advisory Committee on Parasitic Diseases 

The SeEcRETARY read the report of this com- 
mittee, which was as follows :-— 

A meeting of the Advisory Committee on 
Parasitic Diseases was held at 2, Verulam Build- 
ings, on Monday, November 4th, 1935. 

Major A, C. Duncan occupied the Chair, and 
there were also present Captain A. W. Noel 
Pillers and Mr. E. L. Taylor. 

Arising from the minutes, Captain Pillers inti- 
mated that, as arranged at the previous meeting, 
he had tested the suggested method of counting 
worm eggs and had communicated his report 
thereon to Mr. E. L. Taylor. 

A number of suggestions were then discussed 
and it was eventually agreed that Mr. Taylor 
should amend the method in the light of the con- 
clusions arrived at, and that illustrations of 
eggs should be added to the article describing it. 

Consideration was next given to a suggestion 
that Table II of Mr. P. L. Le Roux’s article on 
“ Helminthiasis of Domestic Stock in the Union 
of South Africa, which appeared in the October, 
1930. issue of The Journal of the South African 
Veterinary Medical Association, should be brought 
up to date and published in The Veterinary 
Record, 

It was decided that copies of this Table should 
be circulated to the committee and that at the 
next meeting consideration be given to any altera- 
tions that members may have to suggest. 

The committee discussed what further arrange- 
ments should be made for carrying out its pro- 
gramme of work. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 5. Vou. xvi. 127 

In this connection the Chairman asked 
whether it would be possible to secure clear 
evidence of the extent of echinococcosis infection 
in animals and human beings with a view to 
emphasising its danger to the public health. 

aptain Pillers undertook to endeavour to 
collect such information in time for the next 
meeting. 

Mention was made that the replies to the ques- 
tionnaire issued by the committee had shown that 
in addition to echinococcosis, fascioliasis and 
ascariasis of swine were diseases with which the 
committee should also concern itself. It was 
eventually agreed that at the next meeting the 
committee should consider the preparation of a 
series of reviews, for the information of prac- 
titioners, on the above-mentioned and other para- 
sitic diseases, which would deal with their 
economic aspect, their diagnosis, pathology and 
treatment. 


On the motion of Mr. Tupor HUvGHEs, 
seconded by Mr. MAtes, this report was received 
and adopted, there being again no discussion. 


Report of Special Committee 


Interim Report of Special Committee appointed 
to consider the question of Free Service 


Dr. Woo.tpripceE (Chairman) read the fol- 
lowing interim report of this committee and 
moved its reception, Mr. WILKINSON seconding 
the motion. 

This committee has met twice—on October 
17th and December 13th-——-with Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge as Chairman. 

Unfortunately Mr. Gofton has found himself 
unable to serve on the committee owing to his 
inability to attend meetings in London, and_the 
committee therefore recommends that Major D. S. 
Rabagliati be asked to serve in his stead. 

In order to secure as much evidence as 
possible and to ensure that such evidence shall 
be secured solely for the purposes of the im- 
partial enquiry which the “ National” desires 
lo make, the committee has decided to try and 
collect information on as comprehensive a basis 
as possible, as a first step. With this end in 
view a questionnaire has been prepared and this 
will shortly be sent to all members of the pro- 
fession resident in Great Britain and Ireland. 
It is to be hoped that members of the profession 
will help the committee in its efforts to make 
this enquiry as complete and as impartial as 
possible. ° 

Major RaBaGcuiati said that in the unfortunate 
absence of Major DeVine he had heen asked to 
state that that gentleman felt that the com- 
mittee should investigate the evidence already 
in their possession rather than send out that 
somewhat complicated questionnaire. He (Major 
Rabagliati) was a member of the committee 
and though he had only just joined, it did appear 
to him, also, that that questionnaire was 
indeed very complicated and that it would be 
very difficult to sift the information if it were 
filled in in detail by the enormous number of 
members to whom it would be sent; moreover, 
he could not help feeling that, while it could 
not do a great deal of good, it might do a great 
deal of harm. He did think that under those 
circumstances the matter should be very care- 
fully considered before it was decided to send 
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the questionnaire out to every member of the 
profession in Great Britain and Ireland. 

The Hon. Secretary said that he would like 
very much to support the views expressed by 
Major Rabagliati. He, too, had seen that ques- 
tionnaire and he confessed that he would have 
very great difficulty in completing the answers 
to the questions. That led him also to the 
view that (1) the number of replies received 
might be so small as to be unrepresentative, 
or (2) there might be so many conflicting 
replies that their value would be practically 
lost. 

From another aspect of the case, that was 
another example of how easy it was to cause 
a misconception in the minds of members of 
the Association; in making that reference he 
was thinking of the misconception concerning 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
Which had arisen in the minds of the small 
executive committee of the Scottish Branch— 
and he felt that even greater misconceptions 
would result in the minds of members of the 
Association when they received that question- 
naire. He therefore thought that they should 
be extremely careful before they sent out such 
a document. He was ready to admit that the 
document had been drawn up in all good faith 
and with the best intentions, but it seemed to 
him so easy for misconceptions to creep in 
whereby instead of the issue of the question- 
haire serving the object of an impartial enquiry, 
it might place the N.V.M.A. in the invidious 
position of at least appearing to take sides in 
that matter. 

Dr. Woo.pripce said that perhaps he had 
better explain what happened at the committee, 
It was unfortunate that Captain Rider was 
unable to be present to give his views at the 
meeting when it was decided to recommend 
that the questionnaire be sent out. It was also, 
to his mind, equally unfortunate that certain 
members of the committee who might have 
expressed the same views as were now @x- 
pressed by Captain Rider, were also absent 
from that meeting. Nevertheless, the committee 
tried to do what it thought was right from the 
point of view of the “ National” and _ the 
profession as a whole. They considered the 
evidence to which Major DeVine had referred 
and that evidence seemed to the committee to 
suggest that there might be real grounds for 
grievances which perhaps could be overcome if 
a proper examination of all the evidence in the 
country were obtained. They also discussed 
the possibility of considering the evidence 
already collected and they came to the con- 
clusion that as that evidence had been collected 
by what one might describe as a biased body, 
it was not in the interests of the “ National ” 
to consider it in detail: rather would it be better 
for the “ National” to collect its own evidence. 


One had to envisage that questionnaire going 
out to 2,000 or so individuals: the task of 
examining the resultant evidence was going to 
be one that would take a considerable time, It 
would fall to his lot, unless he could manage 
to relinquish the Chairmanship of that com- 
mittee in the meantime, to go through that 
evidence, and he could not see himself doing 
that within a period of months. To examine 
that evidence, arrange it, and classify it, so 
that they could really see the true state of 
affairs, was going to be a question of months, 
so that one had to consider the length of time 
that would be necessary to enable any conclu- 
sion to be drawn, together with the view 
formerly expressed that the whole question was 
one of extreme urgency. The questionnaire itself 
he could read to them—it would not take very 
long—-if it was their wish. 

{Members having indicated their desire to 
hear the document, it was read by Dr. 
Wooldridge. | 

The PreEsIpDENT said that the Council had 
now had the questionnaire read to them. What 
did they wish to do in the matter? 

Mr. STEELE BopGer said that it was, as Dr. 
Wooldridge had stated, most unfortunate that 
certain members of the Special Committee had 
been unable to attend the second meeting, but 
he would point out that it was at the first and 
not the second meeting that it was unanimously 
decided that the questionnaire should be sent 
out, and with one exception those members who 
now objected, were present at that first meeting 
and had voted for it; it was deplorable that 
after the committee had spent hours in con- 
sidering the matter, certain members had seen 
fit, either in person or by proxy, to come to 
Council and veto the suggestions put forward 
by the committee. 

Major DeVine himself was present at the 
first meeting and every effort was made by the 
committee to meet all the objections he raised ; 
in fact, several of the paragraphs embodied in 
the report were worded by Major DeVine him- 
self. That questionnaire was framed following 
upon the receipt of a resolution by the Society 
of Veterinary Practitioners. That Society had 
received evidence of such a character from a 
number of its members, to whom they addressed 
enquiries, that they felt that that was a matter 
requiring impartial investigation by the 
N.V.M.A. itself. The committee was expressly 
appointed by the Council to go into it. The 
membership was absolutely equally divided 
between practitioners and other members of the 
profession, and he thought it was rather late 
at that stage to suggest that the combined 
product of that committee should not go for- 
ward. They gave that matter impartial and 
deep consideration and he urged that that 
questionnaire should be sent out. 
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If, proceeded Mr. Steele Bodger, the members 
of the profession were so slack and so un- 
enthusiastic that they would not take the 
trouble to read the questions and report upon 
them, it could not be helped, but he maintained 
that there was a sufficient number of members 
of the profession who would take the requisite 
trouble, and the answers from whom would be 
of some value. He was sorry to think that 
there were members present who could bring 
themselves to say that the enquiry should not 
be held. It was the endeavour of the committee 
that the questions should be impartial and he 
was certain that the replies would be = con- 
sidered impartially. He asked for justice: he 
asked that that questionnaire should be sent 
out, as unanimously decided by the committee, 
to all members of the profession in Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

The Hon, SECRETARY requested to be allowed 
to rise once more to explain his position. It 
had been stated that he did not attend the 
meetings of the committee at which the decision 
was taken to send out the questionnaire, On 
one occasion he was unable to do so for suffi- 
cient reasons; on the second occasion he was 
serving the profession in another capacity. He 
desired to say, further, that when the ques- 
tionnaire came into his hands he viewed it as 
an independent individual: he could regard. it 
in exactly the same light as any other member 
of the profession to whom it might be sent in 
the future. Let them look at it from the point 
of view of the practitioner who might receive 
that questionnaire and try to consider his re- 
action towards it. It was made up of eight or 
nine questions relating to loss of fees and 
income. Was it not reasonable to suppose that 
this practitioner would say that this was a 
very excellent attempt to save something for 
him or to restore to him something that he had 
lost, therefore the “ National” was trying to 
support him? The whole-time officer would find 
in the questionnaire some questions relating to 
his office; was it not equally reasonable to 
suppose that he would see in that an attack by 
practitioners on the whole-time officers and that 
it was leading the ‘* National ” into an invidious 
position by making the Association appear to 
take sides, which every member of that Council, 
and he would say of the Special Committee 
itself, was most anxious to avoid? Was the 
issue of the questionnaire going to be to the 
benefit of the profession and of the Association, 
or was it not? If they decided that it was not, 
then he hoped Council would refuse to sanction 
the issue of that questionnaire. 

Mr. G. P. MALE said that he would like to 
ask how it was proposed to get the facts if 
that questionnaire were not sent out. 

Captain O. V. GuNNING observed that, as a 
member of the committee, he would like to 


state that the committee was indeed an impar- 
tial one, as Mr. Steele Bodger had said. It was 
nade up of members from every branch of the 
profession and an attempt was made to get out 
an absolutely impartial questionnaire. He 
thought that anyone reading it would never 
see in it anything but an attempt to get at the 
whole truth and he felt that, on this ground, 
nobody would take any offence at it whatsoever, 

Professor J. F. Craic desired to point out 
one thing: he could see no reason why the 
questionnaire should not go out, but it seemed 
to him that as it was worded the information 
required would not be obtained, because he had 
noticed that in the way the questions were 
worded they could be answered by “ Yes” or 
“No” without any particulars at all. For 
example, “Can you give an estimate? did 
not ask for particulars. 

Dr. Woo.prince said that, speaking to the 
point raised by Professor Craig, he thought 
that it would be found. that, as a rule, a 
question such as that relating to any loss being 
sustained would be followed by the words “ If 
so, can you furnish details?” This point, how- 
ever, would be looked into. 

Proceeding, Dr. Wooldridge said that if the 
Council did agree to that questionnaire going 
forward he would like to suggest that powers 
be given to that committee to co-opt a few 
further members. Speaking as the Chairman 
of that committee, he might say that perhaps 
there was a danger of the committee as it stood 
being considered to be one-sided. He meant by 
that that the representatives of a certain 
section of the profession might be unable 
to attend for some reason or other, while 
another section might be fully represented. 
Those members who were. sitting did, he 
knew, attempt to take an impartial, national 
point of view, but they were liable to be told 
by everybody else that they were not doing so. 
If the President of the Association, together 
with the Chairman of that committee, could be 
given powers to co-opt, so that the committee, 
when it sat, would be well balanced, it would 
be a further assurance that it would make the 
best judgments from the point of view of the 
profession. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer said that he would be 
very happy to support that suggestion. 

A MEMBER enquired if there were not whole- 
time members on the committee when that 
questionnaire was prepared and, if so, did they 
consider that there was anything objectionable 
in the questions? 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE replied that two meetings 
of the committee had been held, at the first of 
which a number of whole-time men were 
present. After the first meeting a draft ques- 
tionnaire was circulated to every member of 
the committee and replies were obtained. In 
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these replies Major DeVine expressed the view 
that the questionnaire was inadvisable; he was 
unable to be present at the second meeting, 
however. At this meeting, when those replies 
were considered, there was only one whole-time 
Iman present. This troubled him a little, for it 
meant that the gentlemen who did turn up and 
help to put the finishing touches to the question- 
naire would probably suffer, although he could 
assure the Council that these gentlemen honestly 
considered the problem from a national view- 
point. That did not alter the fact, however, that 
many veterinarians might consider that the in- 
dividuals who finally framed the questionnaire 
were being purely partisan. If that erroneous 
deduction could be avoided when the time came 
to consider the replies, then steps to secure this 
end ought to be taken. 

Mr. STree_e BopGerR said that he thought the 
Chairman would agree with him that even at 
that last meeting the original questions were 
not altered at all. The original questions were 
decided upon at the first meeting at which 
there was a complete balance. It was simply 
the rearrangement and re-wording of that 
material which took place at the second meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Mate asked if the Council were in order 
in discussing the inner working of that Special 
Committee. If that very strong representative 
committee found a majority verdict, surely it 
was up to them either to accept it or to reject 
it. Personally, he had every confidence in the 
committee, and he thought they should support 
the majority finding. 

Mr. ReYNOoLpDs observed that he 
would like to support what had just been said. 
That committee was brought into being because 
there seemed to be a necessity that certain 
questions should be discussed and settled. The 
committee had reported and he thought they 
should accept their decision. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, in the absence of 
uny amendment, he would put it, to the meeting 
that the recommendation of the committee be 
accepted, including the issue of the question- 
naire. 

The motion was carried by a majority. 

Dr. Woo.prRIpGE said that he desired to move, 
in accordance with the suggestion he had made, 
“that the President of the Association, together 
with the Chairman of the committee, be 
empowered to make sure that the committee 
remains balanced in sitting.” ; 

The motion was carried by the expression of 


assent. 


Progress Report: Scarborough Congress 


Progress Report from the Provisional 
Committee for the Scarborough Congress 


The first progress report (supplied by Mr. 
K. F. MecCleery, Hon. Local Secretary) of the 


Provisional Committee for the Annual Congress 
of the Association to be held at Scarborough in 
1936 was read by the Secretary as follows :— 
Subject to the approval of the Council, it is 
propesed that the Congress should take place 
rom September 14th to 18th, 1936, inclusive. 
The Scarborough Corporation have kindly 
offered accommodation for the meetings and 
trade exhibition in their Public Library build- 
ings; this accommodation, a new building in 
course of construction, has been inspected by 
some of the members of your executive com- 
mittee and, being satisfied that such accommo- 
dation is suitable, your committee have decided 
to accept the offer of the Corporation. <A plan 
of the rooms available is in the hands of your 
General Secretary. Surgical demonstrations will 
be held on the premises of the Scarborough 
Municipal Stables, which, it is considered, is 
the most suitable place for the purpose indicated. 
The exact details of the programme have not 
yet been completed but it has been decided that 
the number of papers shall be limited to six, 
and that provision shall be made for the reading 
and discussion of one paper on the Monday, 
two on the Tuesday, two on the Wednesday and 
one on the Friday, thus leaving Thursday free 
for motor tours or any other purposes which 
may be decided upon. In this connection I am 
pleased to be able to state that the readers of 
all papers have been definitely fixed as follows:— 


The Public Health Section: 

(1) “ The Detection of the Tuberculous Udder.” 
Reader: Captain H. L. Torrance, Nottingham; 
Opener: To be decided later. 

(2) “The Administration of the Accredited 
Producers Scheme of the Milk Marketing Board.” 
Reader: Major D. S. Rabagliati, Wakefield; 
Opener: Mr. H. W. Sieele Bodger, Tamworth. 


The Experimental Pathology Section: 

(1) “Some Observations on the Use of Vac- 
cines in the Protection of Cattle against Tuber- 
culosis.” Reader: Professor . B. Buxton, 
Cambridge; Opener: Mr. H. G, Lamont, Belfast. 

(2) “ Abortion in Ewes.” Reader: Professor 
J. Russell Greig, Edinburgh; Opener: To be 
decided later. 


The Veterinary Medicine and Surgery Section: 

(1) “A General Consideration of the Disease 
Conditions scheduled in the Horse Breeding 
Acts.” Reader: Professor W. Mitchell, Edin- 
burgh; Opener: Possibly Sir Arnold Theiler, or 
Mr. E. Brayley Reynolds. 

(2) “ Hysteria in Dogs.” Reader: Mr. Hewel- 
son, Southport; Opener: To be decided later. 
(In connection with this latter paper it has been 
arranged that Dr. Green, biochemist to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, shall carry 
out biochemical examinations of a series of blood 
samples from affected dogs and, depending on the 
result of such examinations, this paper may be 
a joint one.) 

I am pleased to be able to report that the 
President, Vice-President and Recording Secre- 
tary of each section have been definitely fixed 
and they are as follows: 

The Public Health Section.—President: Lieut.- 
Colonel J. A. Dixon, Leeds; Vice-President: Mr. 
W. T. McGregor, Wakefield; Recording Secre- 
tary: Mr. H. M. Salusbury, Sheffield. 

he Experimental Pathology Section.—Presi- 
dent: Major T. Dalling; Vice-President: Mr. 
Gwilym O. Davies, Liverpool; Recording Secre- 
tary: Mr. W. Lyle Stewart. 

The Veterinary Medicine and Surgery Section. 
~—President: Lieut.-Colonel H. G, Bowes, Leeds; 
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Vice-President: Captain W. Lang; Recording 
Secretary: Captain O. V. Gunning. 

The matter of a headquarters hotel has not 
yet been definitely decided upon, but your com- 
mittee are in negotiation on the matter and it is 
anticipated that it will be decided in the very 
near future. 

As_ regards the social programme, all the 
details have not yei been decided, but the matter 
is in hand and it is hoped to have everything 
fixed at an early date. Up to the present the 
following arrangements have been made: The 
Mayor of Scarborough has kindly undertaken to 
extend to the Association. a civic welcome on 
the first morning of the Congress, prior to the 
opening by the President. The Mayor and Cor- 
poration have also undertaken to provide a civic 
reception on the Monday night, to be followed 
by a dance at which light refreshments will be 
served. 

The Yorkshire Division have kindly offered 
to arrange an “ At Home” in connection with 
the event, the suggested date being Sunday, 
September 13th, and your committee have 
accepted this kind offer. It has also been 
arranged that the Annual Banquet shall be held 
on Wednesday 16th, and the committee hope to 
organise the usual dance in connection with the 
Benevolent Fund on Thursday, September 17th. 
The President’s reception has been decided upon 
for Tuesday, September 15th. It has’ been 
arranged that tickets giving free admission to 
all municipal entertainments will be supplied to 
all those attending the Congress. 

Whilst tours have not yet been definitely fixed, 
the matter is at present being investigated and 
it is hoped to interview some suitable motor 
firms in Scarborough in the near future to discuss 
the matter with them. 

The matter of Congress Badges is receiving 
attention and it is hoped that specimens of 
badges will be shown to the members at the 
next meeting of the provisional committee. 

As regards the hotel accommodation and tariff, 
about 40 hotels and boarding-houses in Scar- 
borough have been circularised and have for- 
warded details. The information so obtained 
has been forwarded to your General Secretary 
and is being published in The Veterinary Record. 

It is poset to supply a handbook to all 
those attending the Congress. 

No arrangements have yet been made regard- 
ing Golf Competitions, but the usual facilities 
will be arranged, 

Dr. Woo.pripGe moved the reception and 
adoption of the report, the motion being 


seconded by Mr. MALE and carried unanimously. 
RESOLUTIONS FROM DIVISIONS 


From the Laneashire Division :— 

“That the question of how far grunting, 
when unaccompanied by whistling or roar- 
ing, constitutes an unsoundness in the 
horse, be considered by a_ special com- 
mittee of the N.V.M.A., and their recom- 
mendations be brought to the Council of 
that Association.” 

Mr. T. WiLson said that as the original mover 
of the resolution now before the Council he 
would like to say that the reason for his bring- 
ing that resolution forward was that he thought 
the time had come when the question embodied 
in the resolution should be settled and that 
there should be a ruling on it. 


The question of the pathological significance 
of grunting was one with which practitioners 
were frequently faced in Courts of Law, and 
if they had a ruling from the Association, not 
only would it carry great weight, but would 
be of material assistance to members of the 
profession. If a committee could be appointed 
to consider the matter it would be of great 
advantage. 

Mr. MALE said that he would like to second 
that: he thought it was a very important reso- 
lution and that if the matter at issue could be 
settled one way or the other it would be of 
great help to the profession. 

Professor MircHELL observed that he quite 
agreed that it would be very delightful if ‘the 
question could be settled, but he did not think 
that was possible at present. The problem 
needed further investigation before they could 
decide on what was the significance of the con- 
dition and he thought it would be much better 
if they could arrange for some person or persons 
to undertake research in connection with it. He 
himself had been interested in that question 
for some years. He had been able to make a 
post-mortem examination of four definite cases 
and in each of them there had been a definite 
physical basis behind the grunt, 

Mr. MALE commented that the suggested com- 
mittee might decide that an investigation was 
required. 

Mr. ReEyNOLDs said that he would 
like to go a step further than was recommended 
in the resolution and that was to say that not 
only should the * National” support the resolu- 
tion but that they should pass it on to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and recommend 
that that body should appoint a committee to 
attempt to come to «a very long overdue 
decision in regard to that question. It 
had been raised in The Veterinary Record 
on several occasions, or rather several prac- 
titioners had tried to raise it, but they never 
got very far with its he himself had tried to 
do so. It had been pointed out during those 
efforts that it seemed to be most unfair that a 
young, newly - qualified practitioner could 
possibly stand in the position of being liable to 
be sued for the value of an animal, affected with 
a grunt, that he had passed. It was unnecessary 
for him to detail the conditions under which 
such a position might arise, because they would 
be present in the minds of all of them. Some 
practitioners of experience would tell them that 
the grunt had a tail in cases of unsoundness— 
and the reporter could spell “ tail” just as he 
liked. (Laughter.) To his mind it was only a tale, 
Most practitioners stopped horses that made this 
grunt because they held it to be evidence that 
the horse would eventually become a _ roarer, 
and consequently unsound. Might he point out 
that it was not really incumbent upon them to 
assume the rdle of prophet. In other. cases 
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the practitioner would say that the grunt was 
not an unsoundness. He had enlarged on the 
inatter to that extent merely to show the chaotic 
state of opinion at present existing in regard 
to it and which rendered it highly desirable 
that an attempt should be made to arrive at a 
solution of the problem. He suggested, there- 
fore, that the resolution be passed on to the 
Royal College with a strong recommendation 
that they should appoint a committee to attempt 
to settle the question, 

Mr. STEELE BopGer said that he would like 
to suggest that the Association first of all 
appoint a committee to define the word grunt. 
(Laughter. ) 

Major Kirk observed that in his view they 
could not pass the matter on to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons because it was 
not part of the duties of that body to prosecuie 
such an enquiry. The Royal College could con- 
cern itself with no other matters than the con- 
duct of examinations, the granting of diplomas 
and the ethics of the profession, 

The Council finally decided that the resolution 
be remitted to the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee for consideration and report. 


NEXT MEETING 
Council determined that its next (April) 
meeting should be held in London. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Under this heading the SecreTary read a 
letter, dated September 29th, 1935, from Mr. 
Hall Masheter of Newnham-on-Severn, in which 
notice was given of the following motion :— 
“That a Bill to promote the Department 
of Animal Health and to co-ordinate all 
the services recommended in the report of 
the Special Committee appointed by the 
N.V.M.A. which considered the report of 
the Cattle Diseases Committee of the 
Economic Advisory Council, and which 
framed proposals showing how the services 
of the veterinary profession could best 
be utilised in carrying out these recom- 
mendations, and which recommendations 
were unanimously adopted by the 
‘‘ National,” be put in hand forthwith.” 
(Paragraph 14 of the report.) 
This motion was accepted for discussion at 
the next meeting of Council. 
Dalrymple-Champneys Prize-—The PRESIDENT 
said that members would have observed the 
memorandum at the foot of the notice convening 
the meeting, reminding members of Council that 
nominations for the Dalrymple - Champneys 
prize should be submitted to the President in 
writing at the next meeting of Council in April. 
It was very necessary in this connection, said 
the President, that the rules and regulations 
governing the award of the prize should be 
strictly adhered to. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL, 
R.C.V.S. 


Summary of Proceedings 

The report of the recent Quarterly Meeting 
of Council of the R.C.V.S. will be published in 
our issue of next week. 

As usual, the report shows that a_ vast 
amount of work in Council and committee was 
dealt with in three short days, and it is 
becoming evident that the work of the College 
will before long necessitate more frequent 
meetings. 

Professor O’Connor has been co-opted to the 
Council as a representative of the Irish Free 
State. To the debit side of the account must 
be placed the decision of Dr. Sheather not to 
seek re-election. 

The report of the Examination Committee 
contains the pleasing news that Professor J. F. 
Craig is to be elected a Fellow of the College 
under the provisions of the Royal Charter of 
1932, in recognition of his eminent services to 
Veterinary Science. This decision is sure to 
meet with universal approval, and we con- 
gzratulate Professor Craig on the honour con- 
ferred on him. 

On the report of the Registration Committee, 
the Council had the very unpleasant duty of 
deciding whether the name of a member who 
had been found guilty of conduct disgraceful 
to him in a _ professional respect should be 
removed from the Register. In accordance with 
the formalities required by the standing orders, 
the motion to remove his name was put, but 
was not carried by the requisite majority. -The 
Council then decided that the member ought 
to be severely censured for his conduct, and 
deputed this unenviable task to the President. 

At a later period, the members of Council 
were much exercised by the question of finding 
suitable accommodation for the headquarters 
of the College. No. 10, Red Lion Square, is 
very cramped, and more space is required if the 
work of the Council, which is rapidly expand- 
ing, is to be carried out in reasonable comfort. 
The question whether the National Veterinary 
Medical Association might combine with the 
College in securing suitable premises has beei 
discussed at a joint meeting, but no decision 
has been reached, apparently because there are 
some who believe that the accommodation 
required by the College could be provided by 


Professor Craic having moved “ that certain 
(specified) portions of the proceedings be deleted 
from the published report,” this was carried 
unanimously and the PRESIDENT declared the 
ineeting closed, 

Before the members dispersed, however, the 
President was accorded a hearty vote of thanks 
for his conduct in the Chair. 
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means of extensions to the present building. 
Professor Buxton, in the course of the debate, 
pointed out very clearly that until that pre- 
liminary question is settled it is useless to 
confer with the National Association, and on 
his proposition a Special Meeting of Council is 
to be called in April to try to come to a definite 
agreement as to the advisability or otherwise 
of seeking to extend the present premises. That 
would, no doubt, be the less costly proceeding. 
und would partially solve the problem for some 
years to come. To buy or build larger premises 
would mean a very heavy financial outlay, and 
there are no doubt some who feel that any such 
proposal should be examined with extreme care, 
having regard to the scanty financial resources 
of the profession. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 
Feb, 3rd.—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam Buildings, 
Gray's Inn, W.C.1, at 4 p.m. 
Feb. Sth.—Meeting of the N.V.M.A. Advisory 


Committee on Parasitic Diseases, | 


at 2, Verulam Buildings, Gray's 
Inn, W.C.1, 3 p.m. 

Feb. 6th.—Issue of Voting Papers, R.C.V.S. 
Council Election, to overseas 
members, 

Feb. 6th.—-Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.1, 6.30 p.m. 

Mar. 13th.—Annual Dinner and Dance of the 
Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
the Guildford Hotel, Leeds. 

April 1st.—R.C.V.S. Annual Fee due. 

R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April 2nd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

May T7th.—Last day for nominations for elec- 
tion to R.C.V.S. Council. 

May 21st.—Voting Papers issued, R.C.V.S. 
Council Election. 

May 28th.—R.C.V.S. Council Election Voting 
Papers due. 

June 4th.—R.C.V.S. Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon in Edinburgh. 

June 11th.—D.V.S.M, Examination begins. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 25th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 26th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

June 29th.—R.C.V.S. Membership Examina- 
tions begin. 

Sept. 14th-18th—N.V.M.A. Annual Congress, 
Scarborough, 


PERSONAL 
PROFESSOR LUDWIG ASCHOFF’S SEVENTIETH 
BIRTHDAY 


On January 10th the Pathology Institute, 
Freiburg i. Br., Germany, celebrated the 70th 
birthday of its revered and beloved “ Chef.” 
For more than 30 years Professor Aschoff’s Insti- 
tute has been the training centre of young 
pathologists from all the countries of the world: 
there in the “ Siidsaal” one finds Briton and 
German, Italian and Spaniard, Japanese and 
American, Greek and Dutch, to mention but a 
few, working side by side. 

In the realm of Pathological Anatomy the 
name of Aschoff has long been a household word 
and there is hardly a branch of the subject which 
the master or his pupils have not enriched by 
their labours. To enumerate his contributions 
would require more than one number of this 
journal, so that one must of necessity mention 
ut one or two. The reticulo-endothelial system, 
the * Lectures in Pathology ” delivered in New 
York in 1924, the rheumatic nodule named after 
him, the monumental work “ Pathologische 
Anatomie ” which has just appeared in its 8th 
edition (Jena. 1936): these few give some slight 
indication of the prodigious activity of his pen. 


PROFESSOR ASCHOFF 


The snapshot shows Professor Aschoff (left) with 

Professor Ernst, of Heidelberg, on their depar- 

ture from Giessen at the termination of the 
German Pathological Congress, March, 1935. 


The esteem with which Proféssor Aschoff is 
regarded by all his assistants and pupils must 
be experienced to be believed and the reception 
accorded him when he honours a_ scientific 
gathering in Germany or other countries with 
his presence shows the appeal of the personality 
of this great litthke man. To have heard him 
lecture in the crowded lecture room from which 
his hearers overflow into the adjacent corridors; 
to have met him as host at the annual “ Cheffest ” 
held at his house in fancy dress each New Year; 
to have profited from the wisdom of the daily 
8 a.m. “ Besprechung” or to have had his com- 
pany in the “red room” at tea, the walls 
decorated with pictures and messages from all 
parts of the globe; these are memories which 
can never fade. Lord Arundell’s description of 
William Harvey as “ that little perpetual motion ” 
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applies well to Professor Aschoff who, with his 
three score years and ten, can still show any 
young man how much work can be got through 
in a 24-hour day. Laziness is not encouraged 
in Freiburg! 

May Professor Aschoff long continue to enjoy 
good health and to carry on his great work both 
in Pathology and in the much wider field of 
teaching the young men of all nations who come 
to his institute the quality of trying to under- 
stand the point of view of the other man—a 
factor which is so vital for the friendship of 
the nations of the world to-day. 

E. G. W. 


. 


Appointments.—Mr. W. P. Blount, F.R.C.Vv.s., 
has been appointed Chief Veterinary Officer to 
the East Sussex County Council. 

Mr. J. H. Patterson, M.R.c.v.s., Assistant Veter- 
inary Officer to Devon County Council, has been 
appointed District Veterinary Officer to Cheshire 
County Council. 


Birth.—Emsuir: At Parkgrove Nursing Home, 
Glasgow, on January 24th, 1936, to Professor and 
Mrs. J. W. Emslie, a son. 


R.C.V.S, OBITUARY 
DoyLe, James, 1, Upper Prince Edward 


Terrace, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. Graduated 
Dublin, May 19th, 1909; died January 22nd, 1936. 


Leacn, Lionel Llewellin, Glenthorn, Tawney 
Street, Boston, Lines. Graduated Edinburgh, 
April 27th, 1881; died January 23rd, 1936, aged 
78 years. 

Mr. Leach was a_ highly. respected and 
prominent member of the profession who had 
practised in Boston and District for over 52 
years. His expert knowledge and great kindness 
to animals made for him many friends through- 
out the surrounding countryside. | 

After obtaining the Veterinary Diploma of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland 
and the Diploma with Honours of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons of London_ in 
1881 he went into partnership with his father 
and succeeded to the whole practice in 1888. 

In 1882 he was appointed Inspector under 
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act for the 
arts of Holland and in 1902 ee Inspector 
vy the Board of Agriculture for the purposes 
of the Disease of Animals Act, 1894-6. 

When he retired in 1933 he had one of ,the 
largest practices in the Eastern Counties. 

He leaves three sons and three daughters. 


Murray, Edwin, Norton, Malton, Yorks. 
Graduated New Edinburgh, May 28th, 1890; died 
January 20th, 1936, aged 66 years. 

Mr. Murray had been in failing health 
for some time. He _ first ractised in 
Driffield with his uncle, Mr. T. Bowman, and 
afterwards moved to Norton, where he had prac- 
tised. for nearly 40 years. e was one of the 
hon. veterinary surgeons to the Malton Agricul- 
tural Society and the Middleton Hunt. He leaves 
a widow, one son and one daughter. 


Percy, Harry W., Kingsbridge, S. Devon, 
Captain late R.A.V.C. Graduated London, July 
14th, 1898; died January 22nd, 1936. ; 

Captain Percy, who passed away at the Prince 
of Wales’s Hospital, Plymouth, had been in 
practice at Kingsbridge for several years. 

An Trishman by birth, he served during the 


war and then returned to Ireland, where he 
owned property. 

During the troubles there, however, he had 
several alarming experiences, and was given a 


few hours in which leave the country. He leaves 
a sister, who lives at Paignton. 
* * * 


Erratum.—We much regret the inclusion of 
an error in our obituary notice of the late 
Captain S. R. Douglas which appeared in our 
last issue. The last paragraph should read: 
“ Captain Douglas leaves a widow, to whom we 
extend our heartfelt sympathy.” 


R.C.V.S. FELLOWSHIP FOR Dr. G. B. BROOK 


We are glad to note, from the report of the 
roceedings at the January meeting of Council, 
R.C.V.S. (to be published in our next issue) that 
it resolved that the Fellowship 
Diploma of the R.C.V.S. be conferred upon Dr. 
Geoffrey Bernard Brook for his thesis entitled 
“Spinal Anesthesia in the Domestic Animals.” 
The text of Dr. Brook’s thesis received publica- 
tion in this journal, in the form of a series of 
articles, in our issues of May 11th-—June 8th, 
1935, inclusive. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 
SUCCESSFUL LADIES’ GUILD DANCE 


_ The Ladies’ Guild held their second dance 
in aid of the above Fund on Friday, January 17th, 
at Prince’s Galleries, Piccadilly, W., and at once 
it may be said that the function was a complete 
success from all points of view. 

The success of the evening was due to the 
zeal of the President, Mrs. W. G. Wragg, and 
others in disposing of tickets and to the untiring 
efforts of the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. 
Nickinson, in organising the function. 

Upwards of 170 dancers took the floor to the 
strains of Mr, Champion-Jones’ excellent band. 
Prizes were contributed by Mrs. Wragg, Mrs. P, J. 
Simpson, Mrs. G. P. Male, Mrs. H. King, Mrs. 
G. H. Wooldridge, Mrs. Stennett and Mrs. 
Nickinson and their distribution followed a series 
of “spot” and other dances which added con- 
siderably to the evening’s enjoyment. 

Dr. Fred Bullock very kindly worked through- 
out the evening, disposing of tickets most success- 
fully for competition for two other prizes. 

Towards the end of the evening Mr. Charles 
Roberts of Tunbridge Wells proposed, in_his 
inimitable style, a vote of thanks to_the Ladies’ 
Guild and this was responded to by Mrs. Wragg, 
President of the Ladies’ Guild. Mr. John 
McIntosh, President of the R.C.V.S., on behalf 
of the profession thanked all those present and 
absent who had so kindly supported the ladies 
in their very commendable efforts on behalf of 
this very deserving fund, stating that he under- 
stood from Mrs. Nickinson that. as a result of 
that evening, a sum of about £50 would be sent 
to the fund. 

On the call of Mr. McIntosh a Sanaty vote of 
thanks was given to Major Dunkin, who had acted 
so admirably as M.C., and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge 
one Mr. Neville King who had so ably assisted 

This happy and very successful function con- 
cluded to schedule, on the stroke of 2 o’clock, 
with the singing of “ Auld Lang Syne” and “ God 
Save the King.” 
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DRAFT MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) 
ORDER, 1936 


For some time past alteration of the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order, 1923, has been 
under consideration, and an informal draft of 
a new Order was circulated last year by the 
Ministry of Health to persons and bodies in- 
terested. Many representations were made to 
the Ministry, as a result of which several modifi- 
‘ations have been made in the original proposals, 
and a revised draft prepared. This has now 
been published as the draft Milk (Special Desig- 
nations) Order, 1936, and it is proposed that it 
should come into operation on April Ist. 

The draft Order’ prescribes four special 
designations for milk-—namely, for raw milk 
tuberculin tested and accredited; for pasteurised 
milk—certified (pasteurised) pasteurised. 
The new designation * Tuberculin Tested” will 
replace the existing designations “ Certified” 
and “Grade A (Tuberculin Tested)”, and will 
be the only designation for raw milk derived 
from tuberculin-tested cows; the conditions will 
be approximately those at present applicable to 
Grade A (Tuberculin Tested).  ‘ Accredited” 
will replace “ Grade A” with broadly the same 
conditions; and “ Certified (Pasteurised) ” milk 
will be tuberculin-tested milk which has been 
treated by the pasteurising process. 

It is also provided that the present arrange- 
ment whereby the Minister of Health grants 
licences to producers of Certified and Grade A 
(Tuberculin Tested) milks should cease, and all 
licences under the new Order will be granted by 
local authorities. 

Other provisions included in the draft include 
the institution as from January 1st, 1937, of, a 
“colour test,’ in place of the present bacterial 
count, as a test of cleanliness for the two grades 
of raw milk, that is, “ Tuberculin Tested” and 
“ Accredited.” Licensing authorities are given 


a power to charge less than the prescribed 
maximum fees for licences, if they wish to do so, 


or to forego any fees- ' 

The Minister has issued a circular (Circular 
1518) to the appropriate local authorities, calling 
their attention to the draft, and expressing the 
hope that they will make the necessary arrange- 
ments to enable them to deal with applications 
from producers for licences to use the designa- 
tion “ Tuberculin Tested” as soon as the new 
Order comes into force. 


A WARNING: “ WANTED BY THE POLICE” 


We are informed that a man is calling on 
veterinary surgeons stating that he is a relative 
of the Registrar of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons. Inasmuch as it is alleged that 
this individual has been responsible for a number 
of thefts from members of the profession, and his 
activities have been reported to the Police, 
Members are advised that he should, if possible, 


be detained and the Police telephoned for. 
* * * * 


IN THE COURTS 


An Alleged “ Shiverer”.—Judge Frank Davies, 
at Swansea County Court, referred for a 
veterinary surgeon’s report the animal 
concerned a claim by Ivor Jones, of Lunnon, 
Parkmill, for £29, the price of a horse, and a 
counter-claim by Wilfred Cotterill, a Rhondda 
horse dealer, for damages for misrepresentation 
on the ground that the horse was a “ shiverer.” 

It was explained by Mr. Jenkin Jones 
(instructed by Mr. C. Rosser John), who repre- 
sented Jones, that the complaint referred to was 
a type of semi-paralysis which affected the hind 


quarters of a horse, rendering it unfit for 
reversing a load. 

Ivor Jones stated he formerly owned a black 
shire gelding called “ Duke,” which had 
occasion to offer for sale at the Llanbyther Mart. 
The horse was withdrawn from sale at ¢36, but 

yas afterwards sold privately to Cotterill for £30, 
tl being “returned for luck.” He later found 
that the cheque was post-dated, and when he 
presented it at the bank the cheque was not 
accepted. 

Jones described the horse as a quiet and a good 
worker, but admitted in cross-examination by 
Mr. Thomas John, for respondent, that the horse 
suffered from stringhalt. 

Cotterill said there was no ulterior motive in 
post-dating the cheque, and that after he came 
into possession of the horse he found it was a 
“ shiverer.”. The only way in which he could 
- his rights was to stop the cheque, which he 
did. 

Mr. James Brown, veterinary surgeon, said that 
the horse gave symptoms of being an advanced 
“ shiverer,” and in his opinion this complaint 
had progressed for two years. In his view the 
horse was now worth only £5. 

Various lay witnesses Lovie: denied that the 
animal was a “shiverer” before the sale, the 
case ~~ adjourned for the veterinary surgeon’s 
report. 


Failure to Notify Sheep Scab.—Fines amount- 
ing to £47 1s. were imposed at Stockton on 
Robert Davison, farmer, of Port Knowle Farm, 
Eaglescliffe, and his father, George Davison, 
‘attle dealer, of Stephenson Street, Hartlepool, 
in respect of a number of cases arising out of 
the discovery of a case of sheep scab on the 
farm, which belongs to the elder defendant. 

The son was fined £20 and ordered to pay 
21s. costs for failing to give notice of a case 
of sheep scab; ¢5 for failing to keep a record 
of animals moved to and from his farm, and 
10s. on each of six charges of failing to notify 
the arrival of sheep at the farm from the York, 
Yarm, and Stokesley marts. 

A fine of £10 was imposed on George Davison 
for not giving notice of the case of sheep scab; 
{5 for permitting the removal of ps noms 8 from 
the farm, and 10s, on each of six charges of 
failing to notify the arrival of sheep from the 
marts mentioned. 

The defendants pleaded guilty to the six 
charges of failing to notify the arrival of sheep 
bought from the marts and not guilty to the 
other charges. 

Mr. FE. H. R. Freeman, of Darlington, on their 
behalf, urged that they did not know that a ram 
alleged to be affected was suffering from sheep 
scab. He also said that neither father nor son 
had any knowledge of regulations re the notify- 
ing of the arrival of sheep, as they only related 
to the Durham County area. 

For the prosecution it was stated that an out- 
break of sheep scab on another farm was traced 
to the ram on the defendants’ farm, and Mr. 
E. F. Hardwick, veterinary inspector for the 
North Riding, and Mr. H,. B. Allan, veterinary 
inspector for Durham County, gave evidence, the 
former stating that six outbreaks in his area, 
and the latter three in Durham, had been traced 
to be due to the outbreak at the Eaglescliffe 


farm. 
* 


* 
AS E. V. LUCAS SEES US 


The gifted writer who has done as much 
as any man _ bring biography and 
“ essays ” to the bookshelves of _ the 
people, devotes this week’s page in_ his 
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“ Wanderer’s Note Book” in The Sunday Times 
lo veterinary surgeons—largely, it is true, those 
of an older and less scientific order, who would 
not presume to pull up so distinguished an 
author, as we do, most emphatically, for per- 
sisting in the use of that objectionable abbrevia- 
tion “ vet.” Indeed, appreciative and humorous 
as it is in many of its passages, the article, with 
its adherence to other outworn terms and in its 
general tone gives a very primitive and inade- 
quate notion of the present status of the pro- 
fession. However, some representative portions 
are well worthy of reproduction here. 

“Too many years ago,” writes E. V. Lucas, 
“when I had serious thoughts of becoming a 
doctor, I considered also the claims of the veter- 
inary surgeon, and found myself with strong 
leanings that way; but in the end the pen 
turned out to be stronger than the knife. But, 
although I can view with composure the black- 
coated doctor on his rounds, there is something 
still very attractive to me in the freer-and-easier 
life of the vet. and his associations with dumb 
creatures. They, at any rate, when they are ill, 
are ill. They, at any rate, do not waste his 
time. And it bills are mislaid, it is not they 
that mislay them. 

“Where the vet. stands in the hierarchy of 
healing I cannot say; but | know that if I heard 
a Harley Street consultant speak belittlingly of 
a ‘horse doctor,’ or, as Carlyle said of Marat, a 
‘dog leech,’ I should have something to remark. 
But I am sure he would not.” [Carlyle was, 
perhaps ignorantly, even more insulting than 
usual, Marat being a medical officer of the 
Im erial Guard; also an M.D. (Glasgow).—Editor, 

“ To give up one’s life to healing sick animals, 
and particularly to be willing to cope with an 
angry cat, is really a fine action. The fact that 
I myself meditated doing so means nothing, 
because I abandoned the idea. But these prac- 
tilioners all over the country are doing it, and 
I honour them. ... They are essential, and 
can be heroes. I have known in my time several 
vets., all of them hale and hearty, if a trifle 
brusque and without an inferiority complex; 
and none of them was so hale and hearty and 
so little brusque and proud of himself as the one 
who, after mending the broken leg of a thorough- 
bred which had been given up by its owner, 
had just witnessed the point-to-point race where 
it had come in first. That was a triumph, if you 
like. Menders of men can also be cock-a-hoop 
after a cure that looks miraculous; but there was 
no mistaken diagnosis about this particular steed. 
I know that his leg was broken, because I used 
to see him slung up. 

“There is no _ ae in my mind that the 
vet. has been unfairly treated by novelists. We 
meet medical men by the thousand, but I cannot 
recall a single vet. outside the pages of Anstey’s 
Lyre and Lancet.” {None the less, they do exist 
elsewhere, albeit in unrepresentative degree: 
witness the series of contributions “ The Veter- 
inary Surgeon in Fiction,” printed in our 1933 
volume.—Fditor.| “ And yet their lives are full 
of incident and they are men of unusual sagacity. 
Anybody, it may safely be stated, who can 
minister to the needs of a suffering four-footed 
creature, has peculiar qualities. Courage he 
certainly must have, for whereas most of us are 
scared, or at any rate disconcerted, in the pre- 
sence of a barking dog, the vet. must handle it. 
Sympathy he must also have, or the dog, a very 
astute judge, would repulse or even rend him. 
And he must be, even more than a_ doctor, 
superior to bad weather... . 

“Dogs, however, are commonplace patients, 
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such as we all, except perhaps postmen, have 
occasionally to dose; but where are we when 
fowls refuse food and canaries droop and parrots 
lie on their backs? ‘Send for the vet.’ is at 
once the cry. And the vet. comes. If there is 
any kind of case that he would refuse, I should 
like to know what his limit is. Tortoises, per- 
haps, but he will have to reconsider, because 
since the Zoo received its recent gift of tortoises 
they have become popular. Parrots, of course, 
are frequently treated, and not too easily either. 
A parrot that I know, which recently contracted 
gastritis, recovered only after absorbing glycerine 
and brandy, ministered by the vet., and enjoying 
a prolonged state of coma on the sanded floor. 
It then arose, blinked, waddled, said “ Cheerio” 
and was well. On the other hand, I know of 
a vet. who had to admit his utter defeat as 
he fled round the surgery pursued by a macaw. 
To giye a drench to a cow was nothing to him: 
but for a vengeful macaw he had no technique. 
Nor could he (since we are referring to_ his, 
infrequent failures) find anything to say when, 
after telling Byron, the renee that he should 
give his horse a ball, Byron replied, * But whom 
shall I invite?’ ” 
* * ok 


BOTULISM 


The British Medical Journal of January 11th, 
published an editorial article on the  .bove 
subject, which we reproduce below as having a 
very considerable degree of “ animal” interest. 

“Botulism is fortunately a rare disease in the 
British Isles, and with the exception of two or 
three doubtful cases appears to have been un- 
known in this country until the Loch Maree out- 
break in 1922, due to the consumption of a wild. 
duck paste, and causing the death of the eight 
persons attacked. Since that date only a _ few 
possible cases of botulism appear to have 
occurred here, all within the last three years, 
and these happenings have naturally once more 
directed attention to the possible risk of botulism 
in this country. Two of these cases, one of 
them fatal, occurred in 1932, from the consump- 
tion of the broth of a pigeon and rabbit pie, 
and a third in 1934, in which the suspected 
foodstuff was jugged hare. The food in these 
three cases, was home-prepared: no_ bacterio- 
logical examination was made, and the diagnosis 
rests upon the clinical features, for the post- 
mortem examination in the fatal case revealed 
no cause of death; this is in favour of botulism, 
in which gross post-mortem signs are insignifi- 
cant and inconclusive. Four other cases, all 
of which were fatal, occurred last August, and 
followed the consumption of a commercial vege- 
table preparation, ‘ nut-meat brawn,’ consisting 
of carrots and peas, with a yeast gravy in jelly, 
put up in a glass container. In two of these 
cases the diagnosis was based upon the clinical 
features, which seem to have been _ typical, 
although in one the post-mortem examination 
was stated to have revealed tuberculous menin- 
gitis. In the other two cases the clinical picture 
was typical, the post-mortem signs were con- 
sistent with botulism, and the _ bacteriological 
examination of the nut-meat brawn _ resulted in 
the isolation of an organism identified as Bacillus 
botulinus, but full details have not yet been 
published. There was a possible eighth case last 
August, reputed to have been caused by a meat 
emg etails of which, however, appear to 

ave been mentioned only in the daily press. 

“Modern knowledge of botulism dates from 
1897, in which year van Ermengem of Ghent pub- 
lished his investigations on an outbreak that had 
occurred at Ellezelles, a village in Hainault. This 
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outbreak was caused by salted ham, and in the 
ham and also in the spleen of a fatal case van 
Ermengem found a specific anerobic sporing 
bacillus, B. bolulinus, which he isolated and 
studied, showing that it is a toxin-producing 
organism. He further showed that botulism is 
an intoxication caused by the ingestion of the 
botulinus toxin preformed by the organism in 
the foodstuff, which unlike other bacterial toxins 
is not destroyed in the digestive tract, and he 
definitely stated that B, bolulinus does not mullti- 
ply and infect, but behaves as a_ harmless 
saprophyle in the tissues, even though it may 
wander into them. Investigations in later out- 
breaks completely confirmed van Ermengem’s 
conclusions. An antitoxin was prepared with the 
toxin, and in an outbreak at Darmstadt the 
organism was isolated from canned beans, this 
being the first occasion in which a_ vegetable 
foodstuff had been incriminated. The strain 
differed from the Ellezelles strain in that its anti- 
toxin did not neutralise the toxin of the latter, 
thus laying the foundation of the modern divi- 
sion of B. botulinus into several types and races. 
After this preliminary period, beyond the occur- 
rence of a few more European’ outbreaks, 
botulism attracted little attention until after 1913, 
when cases and outbreaks began to be reported 
in the United States with increasing frequency, 
and most of the modern knowledge of botulism 
and of its causative organism, Clostridium 
botulinum in American nomenclature, is derived 
from the exhaustive studies pursued in_ that 
country. 

“ Botulism being an intoxication due to inges- 
tion of botulinus toxin and not to infection with 
the organism, for the disease to occur the food- 
stuff must be contaminated with Cl. botulinum, 
and conditions must be favourable for develop- 
ment and production of toxin. Some days at 
least must elapse before sufficient toxin could 
be generated to cause intoxication, and fresh 
food and recently prepared made-up dishes never, 
therefore, give rise to botulism, however heavily 
contaminated they may be with botulinus spores. 
Infection of food comes from contamination with 
soil, for Cl. botulinum has its natural habitat in 
the soil, and may be found in virgin soils, in 
pasture, and in ploughed and garden land, Thus 
in California 50 per cent. of samples of virgin 
soil yielded the organism, and a narrow coast- 
belt of cultivated soil was found to be heavily 
contaminated. It has likewise been found in the 
soil of Belgium and Switzerland and China. In 
England and Wales, though present in many 
localities, it seems to be relatively uncommon, 
while in Scotland it is still more sparsely distri- 
buted, and this factor may account in part for 
the rarity of botulism in the British Isles. With 
so wide a distribution of the organism, contamin- 
ation of vegetables with infected soil cannot be 
eeent, and insect transport is another possi- 

ility. 

“Man is not the only victim of botulism under 
natural conditions. In the United States, ‘ lim- 
berneck,’ a disease of chickens, so called from 
the pendant condition of the neck, is botulism 
caused by the ingestion of stale garbage and 
restaurant refuse. ‘Western duck sickness,’ 
affecting shore birds such as geese and ducks, 
is met with in marshy lake districts in. Cali- 
fornia, Texas, the Dakotas, and Canada, also in 
South Africa and Western Australia. The dis- 
ease occurs in hot, dry weather in summer and 
autumn, when the water is low and the drying 
plant debris undergoes decomposition, and in 
this the botulinus toxin is, generated, Forage 
poisoning, which affects equines in various parts 
of the world, and ‘lamsiekte’ in South Africa, 


affecting cattle and sheep, and sometimes equines 
and birds such as the ostrich, are likewise mani- 
festations of botulism. Botulinus toxin is toxic 
for most animals by both inoculation and inges- 
tion, though susceptibility varies. There are 
several strains of Cl. botulinum which differ 
sligatly in morphology and in cultural and fer- 
mentation reactions, and the toxins they form 
are not identical and differ immunologically, 
though similar in their toxic properties and in 
the symptoms they induce. Cl. botulinum has 
therefore been separated into several ‘ types’ and 
varieties, and Types A, B, C and D, and Cl. 
parabotulinum are now recognised forms. Types 
A and B particularly affect man, and they are 
distinct immunologically, for the antitoxin of 
the one does not neutralise the toxin of the other, 
and vice versa. This necessitates, for the treat- 
ment of human botulism with specific antitoxin, 
the use of a serum which contains antitoxins 
for both Type A and Type B toxins; other types 
rarely or never cause botulism in man. Type C 
is that which causes limberneck and western 
duck sickness, Type B has been isolated in forage 
poisoning in equines, Type D affects cattle, and 
parabolulinum causes lamsickte and other dis- 
eases in cattle. 

“The case mortality in human _ botulism 
averages 60 to 70 per cent. K. F. Meyer has 
analysed 191 single and group intoxications due 
to botulism in the United States between 1910 
and 1930, involving 625 persons with 411i deaths, 
a mortality of 65 per cent. Of these intoxications 
no fewer than 88 per cent. were caused by vege- 
tables of various sorts preserved in brine, 129 
outbreaks resulting from home-preserved and 43 
from commercially preserved products (19 un- 


' known). For the extensive use of home- 


preserved vegetables in the United States climatic 
conditions are responsible, the severe col 
making fresh vegetables almost unprocurable in 
winter in country districts, and large amounts 
of vegetables are preserved in summer for winter 
use. The menace of botulism in the United States 
became so serious, particularly after the dramatic 
outbreaks in 1919 and 1920 due to salted olives, 
resulting in the death of 24 persons, that the 
leading canning associations in California, 
realising the damage that might be caused to 
their industry by the scare of botulism, under- 
took investigations into the conditions under 
which botulinus toxin is formed, and the pre- 
ventive measures that might be adopted. To 
begin with, voluntary measures were agreed upon 
by the canners, but the occurrence of further 
outbreaks finally led the Legislature in 1925 to 
create a division of cannery inspection to regulate 
the conduct of canneries and the proper sani- 
tation of canning plants for the treatment of 
vegetable products; this was afterwards amended 
in 1927 to include fish and meat products as 
well. As a result of these precautions it is 
stated that food commercially treated has not 
been associated with any of the recognised cases 
of botulism in the United States since 1925. 
“In this country there has been a_ great 
expansion in the canning industry during the 
last few years, and the possible menace of 
botulism from products canned here becomes, 
therefore, a question of some importance. There 
are no canning regulations in this country corre- 
sponding to those in America. At the same time 
there is no reason to doubt that our canners 
are fully alive to the importance of the risk of 
botulism (as well as of other forms of microbial 
food poisoning) arising from imperfectly pro- 
cessed products. Some of the canning firms 
maintain adequately equipped and staffed labora- 
tories, and carry out investigations on the sub- 
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ject. The risk of botulism appears to be greater 
from vegetable than from animal and from home- 
preserved than from commercially prepared 
products. The spores of Cl, bolulinum are very 
resistant to heat, requiring three hours at 212°F., 
iwo hours at 220°, 36 minutes at 230°, and ten 
to twelve minutes at 240° for their destruction. 
Heat is also destructive to the toxin, which is 
quickly destroyed by boiling, but it must be held 
at 175° for five minutes, and at 158° for an 
hour, in order to destroy toxicity. Cooking of 
a preserved food, therefore, provides a con- 
siderable safeguard against botulism, which 
becomes absolute if the material can be 
thoroughly boiled for a few minutes. Refrigera- 
lion prevents the development of Cl. botulinum, 
which multiplies and forms most toxin at tem- 
peratures of about 70° to 90°F., and frozen fish, 
meat, and other products, the use of which is 
increasing, are quite safe from botulinus spoil- 
age. Canned and_ potted products may be 
retained for a considerable time before issue to 
the retailers, generally without refrigeration, and 
unless they are sterile there is always the possible 
nisk of botulinus toxin being formed. Sound 
and ‘clean’ foodstuffs and their early ‘ process- 
ing’ at an adequate temperature for a sufficient 
time are the proper safeguards against botulism 
arising from commercially canned products. 

The public needs educating to appreciate that 
home-prepared products may also be sources of 
microbial food poisoning, including botulism, 
and that any preserved product not entirely 
satisfactory to sight, smell, and palate ought to 
be rejected. At the same time it is important to 
note that although spoilage in some form and 
degree is usually present in a toxic product, 
botulinus toxin may have developed without the 
occurrence of appreciable change.” 


THE PHENOMENON OF TWORT-d’HERELLE 
AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE 


Dr. kL. Wollman, Assistant Director, Department 
of Immunology, Pasteur Institute, in the course 
of a striking contribution to The Lancet on the 
above subject, says that it is just 20 vears since 
Twort wrote his first description (The Lancet, 
1915, ii., 1241) of transmissible bacterial lysis, but 
his work, published in, the middle of the War, 
passed unnoticed and it was left for d’Heérelle 
(Compt. rend. Acad. Sciences, 1917, clxv., 373) 
to draw the attention of inquirers to a remarkable 
phenomenon which has never ceased to enthrall 
them. Later work has determined the condi- 
tions, the processes, and to a certain extent the 
mechanism, of transmissible autolysis—a_witle- 
spread phenomenon in the bacterial world. In 
spite of this its significance remains obscure and 
agreement is far from reached on the nature of 
the factors in play. Two explanations submitted 
by Twort, known as the parasitic and the 
diastasic theories, have, with varying fortunes, 
prevailed in the history of transmissible lysis. 
‘Let us,” says the author, “consider the argu- 
ments for each of these theories and see where 
they agree with the known facts. 

“1. The substances obtained from vac- 
cinia pulp (for the staphylococcus, Twort) 
or from the intestinal contents (for the 
dysenteric group, d’Hérelle) impress 
on sensitive bacteria important modifications 
es in conditions favourable to complete 
ysis. 

“2. The phenomenon is capable of being 
reproduced indefinitely—i.c., the active 
principles are regenerated during lysis. 

ae * e regeneration of the active princi- 
ple, as well as the lysis, only occurs with 
iving germs. 
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“4. As shown by surface action and the 
results of dilution (d’Hérelle) the active 
principles have a discontinuous structure 
now known to be corpuscular. 

5. These principles manifest a true auto- 
nomy in regard to the bacteria at the cost 
of which they develop (Bruynoghe, Woll- 
man). This autonomy holds not only. for 
the antigenic function of the active princi- 
ples (Bordet and Ciuca) but also for their 
other characteristics. 


Tue PARASITIC THEORY 


“The persistence of certain characteristics, in 
the course of passage through different kinds of 
bacteria—e.g,, antigenic control and_ sensibility 
to trypsin, Wollman and Mme. E, Wollman— 
suggests the existence of a power of assimilation. 
This, taken into account with the variability of 
other characteristics (virulence), leads to the 
conclusion that the active principles are living 
substances (d’Hérelle). The facts set out above 
appear to agree with the theory of a virus. The 
separate entity of the active principles, their 
autonomy, and their multiplication in the course 
of lysis are explained in this theory in the most 
natural way. This is d’Hérelle’s particular 
theory which he has developed quite logically. 
The title of his first paper, on an Invisible 
Organism Antagonistic to the Dysentery Bacillus, 
is in itself a confession of faith. Since then 
d’Hérelle has continued to gather facts in support 
of his theory and many bacteriologists have given 
their allegiance to it. To d’Hérelle the active 
agent is an ultra-virus parasitic on bacteria, the 
Bacteriophagum intestinale or Protobios bacterio- 
—. Lysis is the result of the action on 

=— of ferments secreted by the bacterio- 
p a e. 
“For some time this parasitic theory seemed 
to furnish a_ satisfactory explanation of the 
known facts. There were, indeed, a few diffi- 
culties, but these appeared to be on points of 
secondary importance. Thus the fact that the 
bacteriophages only multiplied in the presence 
of living bacteria was in accordance with all 
that was known about filtrable viruses, but it 
was remarkable that their multiplication was 
dependent on that of the bacteria themselves 
(Bordet, Wollman). Similarly how was it that 
bacteria, obligatory parasites, were found. in 
media where sensitive bacteria failed to appear? 
Spontaneous bacteriophagy furnished a more 
serious difficulty. From the start Twort had 
noticed the apparently spontaneous appearance 
of tranmissible — in pure cultures, and this 
fact encouraged him to discard the theory of a 
virus. d’Hérelle began by contesting the identity 
of Twort’s phenomenon with bacteriophagy; the 
spontaneous cases of bacteriophagy, properly so- 
called, the supporters of the virus theory led by 
d’Hérelle explained by assuming. the presence, 
either latent or occult, of pre-existing bacterio- 
con Now the identity of the phenomena of 
wort and d’Hérelle is well established, thanks 
chiefly to the work of Gratia. On the other 
hand, it seems difficult to explain the numerous 
cases of spontaneous bacteriophagy, described 
by various workers, by a pre-existing contamina- 
tion. 

“ But the most serious difficulty confronting 
the parasitic theory is the existence of spontane- 
ously lysogenic cultures. For those who main- 
tain the theory of a virus it is a question of 
cultures being contaminated, but becoming 
resistant and living in symbiosis with the 
bacteriophage. Though not beyond the bounds 
of possibility such an explanation becomes ex- 
tremely artificial when applied to all known 
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cases of spontaneously lysogenic cultures. . . . 
Such findings as the existence of a numerical 
relationship between bacteria and bacteriophages, 
which would be difficult to explain by the theory 
of symbiosis, raise such difficulties for the para- 
sitic theory that most bacteriologists have aban- 
doned it. For instance, in an article devoted to 
bacteriophages published in July, 1933, Hoder 
‘ame to the conclusion that “so many facts tell 
against the view held by d’Hérelle and his school 
that, without giving preference to any of the 
numerous theories formulated, it can be = said 
with tolerable certainty that the bacteriophage 
is not a living being sui generis.” 
Tue Diastatic THEORY 

“ But if the active principles of transmissible 
lysis are not invisible living beings or viruses, 
what are they? The most striking manifestation 
of the phenomenon being the lysis of the bacteria 
attacked, Twort had conceived the idea of a 
particular ferment which was reformed in the 
course of its action. In spite of the difficulty of 
understanding such a process the diastatic theory 
has gained a favourable reception. Revived 
under various guises by numerous authors, it 
was at one time accepted by almost every. bac- 
teriologist; agreement was wellnigh universal that 
bacteriophages were soluble substances, lytic fer- 
ments, lysins or autolysins. 

“ Without stressing all the facts which militate 
against the identification of bacteriophages with 
lysins or autolysins—they are the facts 
which have led to them being regarded as viruses 
—-let it suffice to point out that these “ lytic 
principles ” are in fact devoid of any direct 
ytic action. Lysis properly so-called, as [I have 
demonstrated, is the work of bacterial auto- 
lysins. On the other hand, research on the 
dimensions of the active elements in transmis- 
sible lysis carried out for several years at the 
institute for the Study of Colloids in Frankfort, 
as well as at the Medical Research Institute in 
London, has assigned to these dimensions values 
on a very different scale from those of mole- 
cules of known ferments. From these researches 
it appears that the dimensions of the active cor- 
puscles are constant for a given bacteriophage 
and vary for different bacteriophages, the ex- 
treme limits being, according to the method used 
(filtration or centrifugalisation) 8 to 12m, and 
75m, (Elford and his fellow workers), or 20m, 
and 90m, (Bechhold and Schlesinger). Sum- 
marising the results obtained in his laboratory 
Bechhold writes:— 

‘The dimensions of these corpuscles have 
been determined by unexceptionable 
method and their form has been recognised; 
the elements themselves have been seen with 
the ultra-microscope and obtained in a pure 


state in quantities sufficient to be weighed.’ . 


“All the fabric of ideas opposed to the para- 
sitic theory, under the name of diastatic theories, 
is thus found to be baseless. And yet it might 
seem extraordinary to set up the parasitic theory 
as the solution of the problem of bacteriophage 
when we have just seen that Hoder and_ the 
majority of bacteriologists have definite grounds 
for rejecting it. In reality the quantitative data 
on dimensions of bacteriophages, as Bechhold 
has shown, permit us to discard the diastatic 
theory (taking the common acceptation of the 
word diastase), without authorising us at the 
same time to conclude that bacteriophage is a 
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Wollman, Bulletin Inst. Pasteur, 1934, 
Xxxii.. 945; Compt. rend. Acad, Sciences, 1934, 
exeviii., 1642. 
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virus. Neither the corpuscular form of the active 
principles nor their dimensions prove anything 
in this respect. Only proof of their exogenous 
origin would be crucial and that proof is entirely 
lacking. Spontaneous bacteriophagy and especi- 
ally lysogenic cultures make exogenous origin at 
least highly improbable. 


oF HEREDITARY FACTORS 

“We are thus led to reject the parasitic and 
diastatic theories, for they are irreconcilable 
with the interpretation of the facts; on the one 
hand the corpuscular elements behaving in every 
way like living things, on the other the bacterial 
endogenous origin of these elements. Now these 
facts, impossible to reconcile with the classical 
theories, seem to find a simple explanation in the 
theory of hereditary factors which | have re- 
peatedly enunciated. According to this theory 
the active principles of bacteriophages are parti- 
cularly stable elements of cellular origin and act 
as a material basis for certain hereditary 
characters—-hereditary factors in the Mendelian 
sense. This theory not only accounts for the 
facts which turn the scale now towards the virus 
theory, now towards the diastatic theory, but 
permits us to grasp facts which remain unex- 
plained in either of these theories. The regenera- 
tion of bacteriophages is a function of the multi- 
plication of the bacteria themselves, why there 
is a simple numerical relation between active 
corpuscles and lysogenic bacteria, why bacterio- 
phages do not work on dead or quiescent germs. 
The terms” bacteriophage and bacteriophagy, 
justified by the parasitic theory and by usage, 
then lose their significance and should be re- 
placed respectively by lysogenic factors 
(Wollman) and transmissible autolysis 
(Bordet) or perhaps’ hereditary contagious 
autolysis (Wollman). I have’ shown that 
other processes of an infectious nature may 
have an analogous explanation, notably filtrable 
tumours and certain diseases of plants called 
mosaics. 

* Whatever may be the further extensions of 
this conception, | have endeavoured here to show 
the new avenues which have been opened up by 
the study of the phenomenon of Twort-d’Hérelle. 
When the terms “ infectious ” and “ microbial” 
became by degrees synonymous, the researches 
arising from the discoveries of Twort and of 
@Herelle have revealed the existence of infee- 
tious processes of non-microbial nature. In 
these processes certain characters (having a 
pathological form in the examples under dis- 
cussion but not necessarily always pathological) 
are linked to a stable material basis and in con- 
sequence can exist in an extracellular medium. 
Owing to this peculiarity these characters can be 
transmitted not only from mother-cell — to 
daughter-cell (ordinary heredity) but — also, 
through an external medium, from’ affected cell 
to normal cell (para-heredity). 

“The idea of a material basis for characters, 
which under the name of the theory of genes 
has proved so fertile in the study of normal and 
pathological heredity in the higher organisms, 
thus seems capable of extension to certain pro- 
cesses of an infectious nature which up to the 
present were usually attributed to genuine 
viruses.” 

During a demonstration on Clydesdale horses 
and vanners to members of Strichen, Aberdeen, 
Agricultural Club, Mr. William Hepburn, 
F.R.C.V.S., said that breeders should concentrate 
on the type required for street work rather than 
on first-prize winners at shows, 
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Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con 
tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsib’e for the opinions of 


his correspondents. 
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ANTI-TETANIC SERUM AS A CURATIVE AGENT 
To THE Epiror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


_Sir,—In_ Major Dalling’s article, Lmmunisa- 
tion—Its Practical Application in_the Control of 
Animal Diseases,” published in The Veterinary 
Record of January 4th, | notice that the various 
speakers do not place much faith in the serum 


= 


as a cure for tetanus and I would like to give 
you my experience of its use. 

Before the War I had never seen a case of 
letanus cured with the serum; and my explana- 
tion for the failure was that, in those days, “ We 
never gave enough of the serum.” | Since the 
War, the few cases which I have attempted to 
cure have responded well to the treatment with 
paper in last week’s Velerinary Record, | am serum. The cure was costly; but well worth 
reported as stating that some cattle died as a while in a valuable animal. I have no notes; 
result of eating beech tree leaves. This is not but by memory I gave 20 c.c. of the serum daily 
quite correct. A bunch of young cattle showed for about a week; and then lessened the dose 
intestinal irritation with severe diarrhoea, loss according to how the case was going on. The 
of appetite, and great thirst. They all recovered time taken to effect a cure was on the average, 
after removal from the pasture and a few doses about a fortnight to three weeks. 
of liquid paraffin and colloidal kaolin. The The cases were put in slings, and nourishment 
grass on one side of the meadow was thickly in the form of gruel was squirted up into the 
covered with fallen leaves, the pasture being shut mouth, with a garden syringe, three times 
bare elsewhere. daily. Some of this managed to reach _ the 

I might state here that one of the earliest stomach (most of the gruel being returned). This 
cases of poisoning from warble-fly dressing mode of feeding kept the animals alive until the 


POISONING BY BEECH TREE LEAVES 
To tHE Epitor or THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—In the discussion on Professor Clough’s 


occurred in 1885. Miss Ormerod, who was then |= jaws commenced working again. 
Consulting Entomologist to the Royal Agricul- | Yours faithfully, 


iural Society, had been investigating the life- P. J. Turner. 


history of the warble-fly. She advised dressing 
the backs of Bromley, Kent. 
A prominent breeder in Cornwall dressed some 9x 
pedigree shorthorns in this way with disastrous January 25th, 1936. 
results, some valuable animals dying. The sick Ses 
were described as having loose teeth. This 
brought the late Dr. George Fleming to the rescue The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 
of Miss Ormerod. He pointed out that the teeth receipt of the following:— 
of cattle were always loose and that there was Communications from Messrs. F. T. Harvey 
considerable doubt that mercury was the cause (St. Columb), and Thos. E. Hey (Macclesfield). 
of the deaths. There was here, of course, a loose Dr, R. Lovell (London), Licut.-Colonel Wakefield 
use of terms. The incisors are not loose but Rainey (from Victoria, British Columbia), Mr. 
more or less movable, or they yield somewhat J. R. Sheehy (St. Boswells, Roxburghshire), and 
to pressure. Captain J. Smith (Kenley). 

eport_ of a meeting of the Scottish Metro- 
politan Division, N.V.M.A., from Mr. J.) W. 
Burgess, Hou. Secretary. 


30, Widmore Road, 


F. T. HARVEY. 


St. Columb. | 


Diseases of Animals Acts 
‘ SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


| | Foot- | 


Anthrax. | and-Mouth Parasitic§ | Sheep | Swine 
| Disease. Mange. | Scab. Fever. 
| Animals | Out- | | 
slaugh- breaks | 
Out- | Out- | tered as | reported Out- Out- Swine 
Period. breaks _ Animals breaks | diseased | by the Animals| breaks _ breaks | slaugh- 
con- attacked. con- ex-- Local | attacked.) con- con- tered. 
firmed. | firmed. | posed to | Authori- firmed. firmed. 
| infection. ties. 
No. No. No. | No. No. | No. No. No. No. 
Period Ist to 15th January, 1936 | 26 | (27 2 | 352 9 | 14 41107 57 
Corresponding period in | | | 
is | 19 | so | | 22 46 63 24 
1934 mek — | — | | 26 | 87 | 63 27 
1933 200) 1342 | 13) 87 48 | 31 4 


|} 


| 
§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


Norte.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


